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INCOME OF PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES:

'Wagé* and salary incomes are.more evenly
distributed among American workers today than in
1939, .according: to estimates released todey by
- Robert W. Burgess, Director, Bureau of the
Census, Department of Commerce. Although the
share of all wage or salary income received by
the Jlowest fifth of the workers has decreased
slightly, the share received by each of the mid-
dle three-fifths has increased by 2 to 4 percent.
The share received by the highest~paid fifth on
the other hand, decreased from 49 percent in
1939 to 42 percent in 1951. The share of income
received by each fifth of the wage or salary re-
01p1ents is shown below:

Table A.-~PERCENT OF AGGREGATE WAGE OR SALARY INCOME
(BEFORE TAXES) RECEIVED BY WAGE OR SALARY RECIPIENTS
RANKED BY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1939, 1945,

AND. 1951
"Wage or salary
N ecipionts 1951 1945 1939
Total...... e 100.0|  100.0 100.0
Lowest fifth........... cee 3.0 2.9 3.4
Second fifth............. . 10.6 10.1 |- 8.4
Middle fifth.....coeuiunn. -18.9 17.4 15.0
Fourth fifth....... ceviaas 25.9 25.7 23.9
Highest fifth............. 41.6 43,9 49.3

-~ Gains in wages and salaries were recorded
in 2ll occupation groups between 1S%9 and 1951.
Among the greatest relative gains were those re-
corded by farm laborers and foremen, from a me-
dian of $300 in 1839 +to $900 in 1951; other

laborers, $700 to $2,100; operatives, $900 to
- $2,600; and craftsmen and foremen, $1,300 to
$3,600. Workers in such "white-collar" occupa-

tion groups as professional, sales, and clerical
workers more than doubled their salaries but had
smaller relative increases than the ones cited
above,

!
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These are some of +the highlights of the
consumer income supplement to the Céns:us Bureau's
Current Population Survey of April 1952. The
survey covered the civilian noniﬁstitutional
population and members of the armed forces living
off post or with their families on ﬁost in con-
tinental United States. . Since the estimates are
based on a sample, they are subject ﬁo sampling
variability. Medians and other qigures when
based on relatively small numbers qf cases, as
well as small differences between flgures, are
to be used with particular care. Moreover, as
in all field surveys of income, the figures are
subject to errors of response and noqreporting.

This report covers money incone jonly, prior
to deductions for taxes. The fact that farm
workers typically do not pay rent for their 1liv-
ing quarters and receive an important - part of
their income in the form of goods produced and
consumed on the farm rather than in money should
be taken into consideration in comparing the in-
come of farm and nonfarm residents.

In compering income data for 1951 with those
for previous years, one should take account of
the fact that changes in income were accompanied
by changes in prices. Therefore, an increase or
& decrease in income does not necessarlly repre=
sent & similar change in economic well-being.

Previous 1income reports of tﬂe Bureau of
the Census contained income data for, both fami-
lies and unrelated individuals and for persons
14 years old and over. The present report con-
tains data only for persons; a subsequent report
to be issued later +this year will contain data
on the income distribution of femily 'gsroups. In-
come distributions for persons and fahily groups
focus attention on different parts lof the eco-

nomic process and are useful for answering dif-

ferent types of questions. Income distributions
for persons serve to show, for examplle, the var-
iations in the amounts paid for different types
of skills and abilities in the production of the
national output. In order to understand how the
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national outpuu is d1st*1buted amonp consumers,
however, the family group rather than the indi-
vidual worker is a better. unit of study because
the family is the consumption unit for most goods
and services. ’

REIATIONSHIP BETWEEN INCOME AND ' OTHER

CHARACTERISTICS
In 1951, about 1 out of every 4 income
recipients in the United States received less

than $1,000 during the entire year, whereas about
1 in100 received $10,000 or more during the same
périod(table].and figure below). There are many
factors which account for: this dispersion in in-
come. Several of the social and economic char-
acteristics of individuals which are believed to
play a basic role in the establishment of income
differentials are examined in some detail in the
present report. There are, however, many other
factors which are important for income analysis
but which are not discussed in this report be-
cause information relating to them was not ob-
tained in the survey. For example, it is recog=-
nized that some of the variation in personal in-
come is attributable to differences in extent

PERGENT DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME RECIPIENTS BY TOTAL
© MONEY INCOME, FOR: THE UNITED STATESI95I
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9Q~§mployment during the calendar yéar; however,
information on this subject was not obtained
in the Current Population Survey of April

-1952.1 similerly, there is no discussion in this

report of the impact of individual differences

in intelligence, amb%glon, and health on the
income distrlbutlon’ybe%§&se tpese factors ..can
not be readily measured. S U S S

PN . v.‘
vy

: Rt

Sex and urban-rural residence.-—There were
approximately 72.7 million income recipients in
the United States in 1951. OFf these, about 47.5
million were men (representing 90 percent of all
males 14 years old and over) and 25.2 million
were women (representing 44 percent of all fe-
males 14 years old and over).

The median income of persons varied consid-
erably by sex and residence. Among men, the
median total money income of all income recip-
ients was $3,0002 (table 1); the median income
of $3,200 for urban residents was considerably
higher than the medians of $2,700 and $1,500 for
rural-nonfarm and rural-farm residents, respec-
tively. Similarly, among women, whose median
income was $1,000, the median income of wurban

residents ($1,300) was considerably higher than

that of rural-nonfarm and rural-farm residents
($#800 and $400, respectively).

The higher incomes of nonfarm residents do
not necessarily connote greater economic well-
being because living costs in these areas also
tend to be higher. Moreover, part of the ob-
served differences between the " incomes of farm
and nonfarm residents stems from the exclusion

f the value of farm produce consumed at home
and other types of income "in kind" from the in-
come measurement. There is also some evidence
that the incomes of farm residents are underre-

‘ported to a greater extent than those of nonfarm

residents, primarily because of the difficulty
of measuring net income from farm operations.

There were significant variations in the
average income of women residing in cities of
different sizes. In urbanized areas (il.e., large
cities +together with +their closelysettled en=-
virons), the median income of women ranged from
$1,100 for residents of the smallest areas to
$1,800 for those residing in the largest areas.
In contrast, the median income of men did
not vary appreciably by size of urbanized
aréea.

linformation from special questions included in the

- Current Population Survey . of January 1952 showed that

roughly 25 percent of all persons with work experience
during 1951 either worked primarily at part-time Jobs or
worked less than half of the year. Most of these were
‘'women Or young persons who were not available for full-
time employment.

-?The figures cited in the text are taken from  the
detailed tables and rounded to hundreds of dollars.
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Color.—In the case of both male and female
income recipients, the median money income of
whites was about twice that of nonwhites (table

)+ The median income.of white males was $3,100

as compared with $1,700 for nonwhites, and the
median income of white females was $1,200 as
-compared with $500 for nonwhites.

Among males, about the same
whites and nomwhites had some income (approxi-
mately 90 percent). In the case of females,
however, about 42 percent of the whites and 59
rercent of the nomwhites were income recipients.

Other data of the Bureau of +the Census in-
dicate that the migration from farm to nonfarm
areas since 1940 has been especially marked for
nonwhites. The income data suggest that one ime
portant reason for this extensive movement is
that nonwhites appear to improve their.economic
lot to a greater degree than whites in moving to

proportion of

the city. The median income of nonwhite males
in urban areas was about three times the median
of those 1living on farms. The comparable ratio

for whites was not so great.

Age.?—The average male worker enters the
labor market either ona full-time or a part-time
basis when he is in his teens. For several years
he goes through an apprenticeship or +training
phase during which he is paid relatively little.
During this period he learns general rether than
and he.tends to change jobs and
interests frequently. By the +time he is in his
mid-twenties he has usually selected his 1ife-
time occupetion and spends +the next period of
his working life acquiring skill angd experience.
When he is in his forties or early fifties he
has usu2lly attained the peak of his earning
power and from that time until he is ready to
retire from the labor market his annual esrnings
shrink until they are not any higher than those
he received as a young man. 1In retirement, his

3The Bureau of the Census data on income and age show
the variations in the payments which the economic gystem
makes to persons in different age groups at a given time
(specifically, a given calendar year). These variations
may be different from those which would be revealed by
life cycle data (i.e., records which trace a man's income
from the time he first starts to work until he retires).
There is some theoretical justification for the use of
annual income data rather than 1life cycle data for the
analysis of the variation of income with age. It has
been argued in earlier works touching upon this subject

that annhual data may be more useful for this type of

analysis because they are '"free from the influence of
variants such as periods of industrial depression or un-
usual activity with their changes in opportunities for
employment, in wage rates, and in the cost of living."

(See Woytinsky, W. S., “Income Cycle in the Life of Fami--

lies and Individuals," Social Security Bulletin, June
1943, p. 9.) -

- $1,000.

earnings are frequently replaced by receipts from
other sources such as pensions or public assist-
ance; but his total income is, on the . average,
still far below what he received in his prime.
The general pattern described above shows
up veryclearly in the figures in table 3. The
median income of male income recipienys increased
steeply from about $400 for those 14/to 19 years
of age to $2,300 for men 20 to 24 years of age
and $3,300 for men 25 to 34 years‘of age. In
the age group 35 to 44, the median ireeched its
peak of $3,600 and then declined moderately for
men between 45 and 64 years of age.| Beyond age
65,‘sharp1y lower incomes were typical. Among
men 65 years of age and over, thei median was

" There was much less variation éf income by
age among women than among men. The median in-
come of women in the age groups between 20 and
54 years ranged between $1,300 and $1,600. The
median declined to $1,000 for women between 55 and
64 years of age. Women 65 years of age and over
who were income recipients had a medﬁan of $500.

Iabor force status.—Since mosﬁ people de-
rive their incomes entirely Or"largqu from em-
ployment, labor force status is an important
factor in the analysis of income differentials.
The data shown in table 4 are subject to some
qualifications since labor force status is de-
fined - in terms of activity during the survey
week in April 1952, whereas the incbme figures
relate to the calendar year 1951. Nevertheless,
the date clearly indicate +that persons who were
employed at the time of the survey had consider-
ably higher average incomes in 1951/ than those
who were looking for jobs or who were|not in the
labor market because of health, femily responsi-
bilities, zretirement, or other reaséng. Among
both men and women,the median income 9f employed
civilians was more than three times th§t received
by persons who were not employed at yhe time of
the survey. Among the latter group, Yhe average
income of those seeking work, though only one-
half that received by employed person%, was con-
siderably greater than the income of persons not
in the labor force. )

" Occupation.—The median incomes|of men em-
ployed in civilian jobs atthetime of phe survey
renged from $1,100 for farm laborers| to $6,200
for self-employed professional men [(table 5).
As mentioned earlier, farm laborers a#d farmers,
the two lowest income groups, often qave a con=-
siderable amount of nonmoney income which is not
included in the data presented here. ;The lowest
income groups among the nonagricultural occupa~
tion groups were nonfarm laborers ($2,300) and

. i

|
|
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service workers ($2,500). Above these were sev-
eral occupation groups among which the medians
differed ~ little, ranging from about $3,100 to
$3,700. These groups were operatives (largely
semiskilled factory workers), clerical workers,
salesmen, nonfarm proprietors, and craftsmen.
In addition to the self-employed professional
group, high-income occupations among men in-
cluded salaried professional and technical
workers ($4,200) and salaried managerial workers
($4,500) .

The medians for the important occupation
groups among women showed a wide range, from $500
to $2,600. However, nearly half of all employed
women were either operatives or clerical workers,
groups which had median incomes of $1,800 and
$2,200, respectively. Among the nonagricultural
occupation groups, the lowest median income was

received by private household - workers ($500).
Service work outside of private households and
sales work were alsoamong the low-income pursuits
engaged in by women.. The highest median income
was received by salaried professional and techni-
cal workers (about $2,600),

Occupations .vary conslderably in their re-
gquirements of physical ability,initial skill, and
experience. Some occupations pay a premium for
physical ability, but 1little for experience.
Others require a high level of initial ability in
addition to a long, expensive training period.
Pursuits which require such different degrees of
skill and ability can hardly be expected to show
the same earnings pattern by age; and, as may be
noted from table B, there are important differ-
ences in this respect among the various occupa-
tion groupse.

Table B.--MEDIAN EARNINGS IN 1951 OF EMPLOYED MALES, BY MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP AND AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES

Ma jor occupation group in April 1952

Total employed CivVilianS.cecececcsccscvcecccccoccoases

Professional, technical, and kindred workersSieeecccecccecoes
Farmers and fArm MANAZETSceeccscesscsesscsccssssscscsccnsoe
Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farmMiceeec...
Clerical, sales, and kindred wWOrkersS..cececccescssccccccoss
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers...cceecescccccsces
Operatives and kindred WorkerS...ceeeeecoccccccocscecnecce
Servicé workers, including private household.eessnencrases
Laborers, €XCept MiNC.eseecesssscsssossacscnsscsocsascsons

Total, . o
14 years 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 54 55 years
old and years years - years and over
! overl
$3,164 $3,299 $3,621 $3,299 $2,761
4,193 3,744 4,813 5,053 4,525
1,412 1,592 1,944 1,921 873
4,006 3,563 4,451 " 4,368 3,89
3,449 3,388 3,993 3,719 3,413
3,627 3,592 3,913 3,731 3,544
3,088 3,253 3,344 3,181 2,791
2,441 3,045 3,125 2,882 2,206
1,964 2,361 2,291 1,985 1,919

1Tncludes persons 14 to 24 years, not shown separately.

In some occupation groups such as .laborers,
service workers, and operatives, workers tend to
reach their peak earnings at a fairly young age
and then show little variation umtil they approach
retirement. For example, the median earnings of
operatives was about $3,200 to $3,300 for workers
in each 10 year age group between 25 and 54
years. The medisn then dropped to $2,800 for
those 55 years old and over. Service workers
and laborers showed essentially the same pattern
of veriation as operatives. In contrast, such
highly skilled workers as the professional group
show a different pattern of variation of earnings
with age from that noted above. The median earn-
ings of this group increased sharply from $3,700
for those 25 to 34 years of age to $4,800for
those 35 to 44 years of age. Workers in this
occupation who were between 45 and 54 years old
had median earnings of $5,100. It is not until
after age 55 that average earnings decline in
this occupation group.

Industry.—Men employed in agriculture,
forestry, or <fisheries had a median income of
$1,400 (table 6). About two-thirds of all men
employed in the remaining industries were in one
of seven groups® in which the median . income
ranged from about $3,300 to $3,700. The median
income in the remaining industries (personal
services, business and repair services, retail
trade,and construction) ranged from about $2,200
to $3,000. )

There was relatively more variation in the
incomes of women employed in different industries
than there was for men. ' Those who worked in
‘public administration had the highest median in-
come ($2,700). Within this group, female em-
ployees of the Federal government had a median

4professional and related services; mining; mamufactur-:

ing; transportation, communication, and other public util-
ities; wholesale trade; public administration; and fi-
nance, insurance, and real estate. '
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income of $3,100. Relatively few women were em-
ployed as paid workers in agriculture, forestry,
or fisheries.
in the remaining industries worked in retail
trade and personal services. These industry
groups were among the lowest paid, with median
incomes of $1,500 and $700, respectively. Two
other important major industry groups for women

are manufacturing and professional and related
services. The median incomes for these groups
were about $2,000 and $2,100, respectively.

Among women employed in professional and related
services, there is some evidence that those who
worked as teachers or in other phases of educa-
tional services had a somewhat higher median ine-
come ($2,200) than other women who worked in
professional services. The latter group includes
many women in the medical field where a large
proportion work as student nurses and hospital

attendants and receive relatively low cash in~

comes.

Source of income.—The data on source of

income presented in table 7 of this report show

important contrasts in the pattern of income re~
ceipts for persons at different income levels.
They may, however, exaggerate the number of per-
sons entirely dependent upon earnings because of
the failure of many persons +to report small
of other income in addition +to their
earnings.

The income of most people is

rived from earnings. In 1951, approximately

four-fifths of male and almost +three-fourths of

female income recipients received all of their
income from wages and salaries, self-employment,
or Dboth. The relatively small proportion of
persons who had income from both wages or sala-
ries and self-employment was largely made up of
farmers who did some wage work in addition to
working on their own farms. In addition, about
13 percent of the men and 7 percent of the women
received both earnings- and income from other
sources such as interest, dividends, rents, pen-
sions, etc.
men having other income as well as earnings
($3,500) was only 16 percent higher than that of
men having earnings only ($3,000), but over four
times as high as that of men who did no paid
work at all during 1951 but who had other income
($800). Among women, the median income of those
who had earnings as well as other income ($1,800)
was higher than +that of women who had earnings
only ($1,300) or who had nonearned income only
($600).

There were great differences in the sources
of income for persons at different income levels.,
The middle income groups tend to be largely de-
pendent upon wage or salary income, whereas those

Iwo~fifths of 2all women employed

.and
from wages or
~their income solely from self-employment.

" of the men in the

-1y upon income

‘recipients had only income

entirely de-

On the average, the total income of -

at either end of the income scale| depend .to a
much larger extent upon income derivgd from self~
employment or from sources other than earnings.

Thus, among men with incomes betweén $3,000 and
$3, 500 79 percent derived their inéome entirely
from wages or salaries and 7 percent derived
their income solely from self-employment. In
contrast, at the lowest income level (under
$500) the income of only about one-half (49 per-
cent) of the men. came entirely from wages or
salaries, whereas about one-fifth| (18 percent)
derived their income entirely from self-employ=-
ment; and at the highest income level ($15,000
over) 19 percent derived all {their income
salaries but 51 percent derived
: Only
12 percent of the men with incomes between $3 000
and $3,500 derived some income from sources other
than earnings as compared with aboétlzg percent
lowest and highest income

groups.

At -almost every income level, a much larger
proportion of women than of men dep%nded entire=-
other +than earnings.  For the
a whole, 21 percent of female income
other than earnings,
as compared with 7 percent of the m%les.

As indicated in table C, the source pattern
of income varies con51derab1y among persons in
different age groups. Eernings represent the
most important source of income among all men
except those in the very oldest age group. There
was a steady decrease with advan01ng age in the
importance of wages or salaries and an increase
in the importance of self-employment as a source
of income among men in each age group between 25
and 64 years. Wages and salaries were the only
source of income for nearly three-fourths of the
men between 25 and 34 years, whereas they con-
stituted the sole source for only 4 little more
than half of the men between 55 and 64 years. In
contrast, the proportion of men iq these same
age groups who derived their entire income from
the operation of a farm, business,| or profes-
sional practice increased from 7 percent to 19
percent.

Some of the economic aspects of] 01ld age may
be seen by comparing the income source pattern
of men aged 65 and over with +that of men about
10 years younger, on the average (i.e., those
between 55 and 64 years of age). Alljbut a small
proportion of the men between 55 and|64 years old
were income recipients, the great {majority of
whom derived their income entirely from earnings.
Less than 10 percent of +them were ?ntirely'de-
pendent upon income other +than e?rnlngs. In
contrast, about one-tenth of the men aged 65 or
more received no income during ?he_year and
about one=half of those who were income recipi-
ents derived their income emtirely from pensions,

Nation as
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Tabie C.--PERCENT DISTRIBUTION' OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, BY SOURCE OF INCOME IN 1951,

BY AGE AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES

‘t

Male " Female
Source of income . . 14 |25 |35 |45 |55 | s 1 |25 [35 |45 |55 | ¢
to to to to to - to to to to to
Totalll 55 |34 |44 | 54 |64 [T |TOWHI 24 |34 | 44 | 56 | 64 and
yrs. |yrs. |yrs. |yrs. |yrs. | yrs. |yrs. |yrs. |yrs. |yrs. over
Total PersonS....sceeecccss 100.0]] 100.0{100.0{100.0}100.0{100.0 100.0]100.0}| 100.0{100.0}100.0 100.0/100.0 100.0°
With income...cocoveceeens ‘...;... 90.11} 62.0] 98.8 98.8| 98.2| 95.4| 88.9| 43.7|| 43.7 41.6] 42.6| 44.4] 38.0| 55.1
Without income...... IR 9.9 38.0 1.2 1.2 1.8| 4.6} 11.1| 56.3 56.3{ 58.4| 57.4| 55.6| 62.0] 44.9
"Persons with income.......... 100.0 11 100.0100.0{100.0|100.0}100.0 100.0{100.0 100.0/100.0|100.0{100.0{100.0| 100.0
Earnings Only..ceececoccreceneacns 80.01| 94.2| 82.4| 87.7{ 86.8| 77.1 32.9] 72.4|! 91.3] 86.8| 86.4 77.8] .55.4] 11.9
Wages or salary only........... 65.61] 89.2] 72.2{ 70.8| 66.2| 55.3 20.3| 68.2 90.5| 83.8| 80.3| 70.0] 48.0 9.1
Self-employment income only....{ 11.2 3.7] 6.8 12.5| 16.5] 18.5] 10.8; 3.7 0.3] 2.4 5.1} 6.9} 7.0 2.8
Wages or salary and self- . .
employment income............- 3.2 1.3] 3.4 4.4 4.2| 3.3 1.8| o.s{| .0.5| 0.7] 1.0f 0.9] 0.4 .
Earnings and other income........ 13.1 4.3]16.5 11.7| 11.4] 15.2| 19.9]{ 6.6 3.4 4.9 6.0 7.9| 14.6 7.3
Other income; no earnings...... .. 6.9 1.5 1.1 0.7 1.8] 7.6]-47.2] 20.9 5.3 8.3 7.6| 14.3] 29.9 80.8
assistance, and.ofhervforms of income other than 1945, Moreover, the median annual earnings of

earnings. Only one~third of the men in this age

. group were entirely dependent upon earnings.

‘ For women, as in the case of mgn} there was
relatively 1little variation in the proportion
between . the ages of 25 and 64 who were income
recipients. Unlike the pattern for men, however,
the proportion of female income recipients in-
creased in the oldest age group. Over half of
the female income recipients
year age group. were entirely dependent upon earn-
ings and less than one-third derived all their
income from sources other than earnings. In
contrast, only one-tenth of . those in the oldest
age group derived all their income from earnings
and four-fifths  were entirely dependent upon
sources other than earnings.

TRENDS IN AVERAGE INCOME

Changes in total income, 1944 to 1951.—Dur-
ing the postwar period, there has been a general
rise 1in the median income of men from about
$1,800 in 1945 to about $3,000 in 1951, whereas
there has been only a slight rise in the median
income of women (table 8). The stability in the
average income of women may seem surprising inas-
much as about twg-thirds of all female income
recipients derive all of their income from wages
or salaries and there have been substantial in-
creases in the wage rates of women workers since

in the 55=t0-84~ -

" of men varied considerably during the

women employed in some occupation groups (profes-

" sional and technical workers, sclerical workers,

.and operatives) have shown significant increases.
There is some evidence, however, that the effect
of wage rate 1incresses for women Wworkers as a
‘whole has been offset by an increase in the pro-
portion of intermittent workers, particularly
married women, whose annual earnings tend to be
low.

Changes in economic conditions are reflected
somewhat differently in the income statisties for
men and women. Although the median money income

period
1944-1951, the proportion of income recipients
remained fairly constant (about 90 percent). The
relative stability of the proportion of income
recipients among males largely reflects the fact
that at any given time the great majority of
-males who are not disabled or handicapped are in
the labor force.

The median money income of females was al-
most unchanged between 1944 and 1951 (about
$1,000), but there have been considerable changes
in the proportion of income recipients. The
largest proportion of income recipients among
women was found during the war years 1944 and
1945, when nearly half of the women had income.
The proportion of female income recipients fell
to 39 percent in 1947 but ‘has increased since
then.
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‘Changes in wages and salaries, 1939 %o
1951.~Comparisons with 1939 income distributions
can be made if they are restricted to wages and
salaries, inasmuch as this was the only type of
income reported in the 1940 Census of Population,

Between 1939 and 1951 the wages or.salary
of the average employee - tripled, increasing from
about $800 to $2,400 (table 9). Among males,
the rate of increase was greater for nonwhite
workers than for white workers (table 10). The
median for white males. increased from $1,100 to
$3,300, whereas that for nomwhite males increased
from $500 to $2,100. In the case of females,
the median for whites increased from $700 to
$1,900 and +that for nonwhites increased from
$200 to $800.

Significant gains in money wages and sala-

ries were recorded in all industry groups be_{:weeh )

1939 and 1951. Among the _wage workers showing
the greatest relative gains were those in agri-
culture, mining, construction,and manufacturing.
In general, +the industries employing ' a large
proportion of "white-collar" workers showed smal-
ler relative increases than the ones cited above.

A similar pattern  is shown- by occupetion
groups (table 11).% Among the occupation groups
showing the greatest relative advances were farm
and . nonfarm laborers, operatives, and craftsmen.
Workers in such "white-collar" fields as the
professional, sales, and clerical have more than
doubled +their incomeés since 1939 but have had
smaller relative increases than the ones cited
above. Private household workers were
those with the smallest relative'gains, perhaps
because this group is composed to an increasing
extent of baby sitters and other part-time
workers. Several occupation groups which contain
a large proportion of
(nonfarm managers, officials, and proprietors,
and farmers and farm managers) also showed rel-.
atively small gains in wages or salary; but many-
of 'the workers in these occupations may have had
considerably greater gains.from the operation of
their businesses. : : ’

Comparative incomes of veterans, and.non-
veterans, 1947 to 1951.~During the period 1%47-
1951, the median income of World War TI veterans

5 Table 11 and text tables I.and K include experienced
workers with $100 or more of wage or salary income in
1939 and experienced workers with $1 or more of wage or
salary income 1in 1951." This. difference in coverage
arises from differences in the tabulation procedures. used
for each year. An analysis of comparable data for 1950
indicates that - there is very little difference between
distributions based on experienced workers with.$1 or
more of wage or salary income and those based on experi-
enced workers with $100 or ‘more.of wage or salary ircome,

among |

self-employed workers

 they were attending
" employment.
' first. full year of civilian

“of education which vetersns have

in the 25-to-34-year age group (whiéh includes a
majority of the veterans) increased | by about 40
percent (from $2,400 to $3,400) whereas the in-
come of nonveterans in this age gr&up increased
by only about 10percent (from 32,60q to $2,900).
In 1947 the median income of noqveterans was
slightly higher than +that of veterans, and in.
1948 the income of both groups wals about the
same. By 1949, the fourth full. yeér<after the
end of the war, the median income | of veterans
was higher than that of nonveterans ?nd in 1950,
as a result of relatively greater gains for vet-
erans, the gap in the incomes of 'b_h[e two groups
was widened still further. The-relapive differ-~
ence between the incomes of veterans| and nonvet-
erans in 1951 was about +the same as|it was dur-
ing the ‘preceding year. Table D su?marizes the
data on this subject abstracted froT table 3 of

.,the'present report and from previous income re-

ports of the Bureau of the Census.
]

t

OLD, BY

Table D.—MEDIAN INCGME OF MALES 25 TO 34 Y
VETERAN STATUS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1947 TO 1951

Year Veterans Nonveterans
19Tl 82,400 $2,585
1948 it it 2,734, 2,692
1949 el 2,828 2,562
1950, . et 3,058 2,626
B 3,359 2,875

)

'
|

The relatively large increase ig the income
of veterans in this age group (25 tbo 34 years)
is attributable in part to the fact that many of
them were employed only part-time in!1947 while
school or.seeking suitable
For many veterans, 1948 was the
employment. - In ad~
dition, for +those veterans who diq,not go %o
school, the.three full years of civil;an working
experience they had obtained by 19%8 may have
been required to bring them up to the level of
nonveterans in skill and experience. |The higher
incomes of these veterans during the past three
years may reflect the combined influence of the
inerease in work experience and the higher level

achieved as
compared with nonveterans. -i Co
|
|

Chenges in median income, by gccupation;
1947 to 1951.-With the exception of farmers,
the median income of men employed in all major

»
|

\
|
!
1
'
\
1
1
|
1
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occupation groups -increased between 1947 and
1951.5 Among the largest relative gains were
those experienced by sales workers and by crafts-
men ($2,700 to $3,600), operatives {$2,400 -to
$3,100), and nonfarm laborers ($1,700 to $2,300).
Increases of about 25 percent were received by
salaried managerial workers, clerical workers,
and farm laborers. Professional workers and
nonfarm proprietors had gains of only about 15
percent.

. Salaried professional women Wwere among
those who made the greatest advance since 1947
(33 percent).  Gains of from about 20 to 25 per-
cent  were received by operatives, clerical work-
ers, and service workers. The average income of

household workers, and
about the same in 1951

sales workers, private
nonfarm: proprietors was
as in 1947.

Changes in the dincome of the aged, 1947 to
1951,~—Despite the substantial increase in prices
between 1947 and 1951, there was no evidence of
a change in the median income of older men or
women. This situation indicates a substantial
reduction in purchasing power for these groups.
Moreover, since the median income of men of all
ages increased by about one=third during this
period, the relative income position of older

" persons has worsened during the. past five years
(teble E).

Table E.--MEDIAN INCQME, LABOR FORCE RATE, AND PROPORTION OF INCOME RECIPIENTS, BY AGE AND SEX,

FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1947-1951
Male Female
14 years and -over 65 years and over 14 years and over 65 years and over
Year
Percent Percent Percent Percent
Median Median Median Medi
In the In the In th edlan |y the
inco e
me | | bor iz:ZEe income labor iWith income labor Wwith | income| y.pop with
force force | ‘hcome force | income | foree income
1947 e eeerrnnnnnnneeaas] $2,230 84 8| $956 48 8 | $1,017 31 9| #5510 gl 47
1948, c0ceecscnccnns eeee | 2,396 85 %0 998 47 89 | 1,009 32 41 589 9 49
1949 . cueecoonannasneass | 2,346 85 90| 1,016 47 88 960 32 42 516 10 53
1950.cctacscsasossannse 2,570 84 90 986 46 20 953 33 43 531 10 | 54
1951 s eeccencccancsnans | 2,952 85 9 | 1,008 45| 89 1 1,045 34 44 536 9 ‘55
Despite evidence of a declining labor force The increase in the proportion of income

rate for older men and a stable labor force rate
for older women, the proportion-of income recip-
ients has increased for both groups. This change
suggests that during the past few years an in-
creasing proportion of older men have become
eligible for social security or private pension
.»lans, or have turned to public relief,and other
forms of income other than earnings as a source
of financial support. Since income derived from
these sources is traditionally lower than earn-
ings, the income gains of older men were rel-
atively 1less than those of men of all =ages,
among whom there has been no appreciable change
in either -the labor force rate or in the pro-
portion with income.

6 Data for 1951 obtained from table 5 of this report.
Data for 1947 obtained from U. S. Bureau of the Census,
Current Population Reports--Consumer Income, Series P-60,
No. 5, "Income of Families and Persons in the United
States: 1947,". tadble 17. '

recipients among older women may be attributable
to the gain in the number of soclal insurance
beneficiaries, many of whom, in the absence of a
-benefit program, would have no current income of
their own and would have been living eithér with
relatives or by converting +their assets into
cash. These additional income recipients were
very likely to be found at the lower end of the
income scale, thereby reducing the average.

ESTIMATED DISTRIBUTION OF AGGREGATE
INCOME

Wwith the exception of a report based on
preliminary data for families and unrelated in-
dividuals obtained in the 1950 Censuses of Pop-
ulation and Housing,’ the Bureau of the Census

7 U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population
Preliminary Reports "Estimated Distribution of Family In-
come in 1949, for the United States, Regions, and Selected

States," Series PC-7, No. 5, December 2, 1951.
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has not previously published information on the
distribution of aggregate income. The prepara-
tion of distributions of aggregates reguires the
use of estimating procedures =and therefore dif-
fers from the frequency distributions of families
or persons by income levels which are based di-
rectly uponreplies teceived from the respondents
interviewed. It is largely this - factor which
delayed, the earlier development of these date
and which also makes it mnecessary +to caution
that they be used with care. The distributions
of aggregates are subject to errors
tion in addition to the errors of response and
nonreporting and sampling variability already
noted. The method wused to obtain aggregates
from the frequency distributions of persons by:
income levels is explained in thé section on the
source and reliability of the estimates.

Distribution of income, 1939 to 1951.—Data
from other sources indicate -that aggregate con-

of estima=- -

sumer money income,unadjustsd for grice changes,
more than +tripled between 1939 and 1951. The
effect of this increase on the dﬂstribution of
persons by income levels was dlscussed in pre-
vious sections of this report. Fuﬁther analysis
of these data indicetes that this change was re-
flected in a more even dlstrlbutlon of ‘income
which may be interpreted as a decrease in ine-
quality or concentration of income.

The data in table P were obtained by rank-
‘ing the income recipients from lowe%ﬁ to highest
according to income and cumulating the percent
of persons and the percent of income for each

income level. In 1951 :the lowesit 20 percent
of the income recipients® received only 3
percent -of the income whereas the highest 20
percent received nearly one-half, of +the in-

come, There has ‘been little change in the dis-
tribution of income among persons during the
postwar period.

Table F.—=PERCENT OF AGGREGATE MONEY INCOME (BEFORE TAXES) RECEIVED BY EACH FIFTH OF INCOME RECIPIENTS RANKED BY\INCOME,

FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1944 -TO 1951
Income recipients 1951 1950 1949 1948 1947 1945 1944
LOWest f3ftheeueenesoscrconocennns 2.5 2.3 2.4 2.9 3.0 3.1 2.6
Second fifth..cscrcecracvcacsences 8.4 7.9 8.4 8.7 8.9 9.0 8.5
Middle fiftheccecececcovonceccconns 16.7 16.4 16.5 16.6 16.2 16.0 15.6
FOUTth £Afthieeeoeeceeosnanaeonnan 2.7 24.3 25.0 24.2 23.4 2%, 24.2
Highest fifth..................... 4.7 49.1 47.7 47.6 48.5 47. 49.1

The data in +table G, which are restricted
to wage or salary income, present essentially
the same pattern of income distribution for the
postwar period as that shown for total income;
however, these data indicate +that substantial
-changes in the distribution of wage or salary
income occurred between 1939 and 1945. During
this period, the share of income received by the

8 The following is the income range for ‘each fifth 6f_

the income recipients in 1944 and 1951:

highest 20 percent of wage or salary reciplents
decreased from 49 percent to 44 percent.® The
conclusion suggested by these data is that in-
come concéntration decreased with the expansion
of economic activities engenderediby World War
II; however, during the last 51x‘ years, with
high employment levels,there has be?n relatively
little change in income concentration.

!

(N = NN e N K

9 The following is the income range for each fifth of
‘the wage or salary income recipients in 1939 and 1951:

Income range Wage or salary|range
Income recipients Wage or salary :
recipients

1951 1944 1951 1939
Lowest fifth...,....| Under $648 Under $483 Lowest fifth.eeee...| $1 to $799 $1 to $303
Second fifth.seace..| $648 to $1,662 $483 to $1,079 Second fifth........| $800 to $1,976 $304 to $622
Middle fifth........| $1,663 to $2 720f - $1,080 to $1,816 | Middle fifth........| $1,977 to. $2 903 $623 to $999
Fourth fifth..eeee.. $2,721 to $3,859 $1 817 to $2,763 | Fourth fifth........ $2,904 to $3 884| $1,000 to $1,531
Highest fifth.......| $3,860 and over $2 764 and over Highest fifth.......| $3,885 and over $1,532 and over
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Table G.--PERCENT OF AGGREGATE WAGE OR SALARY INCQME

(BEFORE TAXES) RECEIVED BY EACH FIFTH OF WAGE OR

_ SALARY RECIPIENTS RANKED BY INCOME, FOR THE
UNITED STATES: 1939-TO 1951

Wage or salary )
recipients 1951 .| 1950 (1949 | 1948 | 1947 {1945 | 1939

Lowest fifth..| 3.0 2.3| 2.6] 2.9| 2.9} 2.9 3.4
Second fifth..| 10.6{ 9.7} 10.1} 10.2( 10.3} 10.1 8.4
Middle fifth..| 18.9| 18.3| 18.7| 18.6| 17.8| 17.4| 15.0
Fourth fifth..| 25.9| 25.7| 26.2| 25.5] 24.7| 25.7| 23.9
Highest fifth.| 41.6| 44.0] 42.4| 42.8] 44.3| 43.9] 49.3

Shares of income received by major occupa-
tion groups.—The differences in median income

~among major occupation groups, referred to in an

earlier section: of this - report, are also re-
flected in the distribution of aggregate income
among occupational groups. Table H, which shows
the distribution of income recipients and of ag-

. dicates

'-atiyely more

gregate income, by major occupation groups, in-
that among males the professional and
managerial groups, which together comprised
about 20 percent of employed males, received
nearly one-third of the income. Clerical workers
sales workers,and craftsmen and foremen received
a share of the income proportionate %o their
number. Men employed as operatives, service
workers, and laborers received a less than pro-
portionate share. Fermers also received a less
than proportionate share of the money income
payments; however, their share of income, includ-
ing income in kind, would undoubtedly be some-
what greater than that shown in the table. Ap-
proximately the same patterns were evident for
employed women, except that in addition to the

‘professional and managerial group those employed

appeared to be 1in a rel-
position than other

as clerical workers
favorable
workers.

Table H.--PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME RECIPIENTS EMPLOYED IN APRIL 1952, AND OF THEIR AGGREGATE INCOME (BEFORE TAXES)
IN 1951, BY SEX AND MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP, FOR THE UNITED STATES

Male Female
Major occupation group :

. : ’ Income- ig;:; Income - ﬁg;:;

recipients {ncome recipients income
TOtAL EIMPLOYEG.sssorereseneneenersssssssssssncsasassssoasssns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Professional, technical, and kindred workerS.scsceccccseccessecs 7.7 11l.1 11.6 16.6
Farmers and foIT MANACETSeccscscocossccsscsocsecssscssscccssssacs 9.3 6.7 1.0 0.4
Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farM.......ecccss. 12,2 19.8 5.4 6.9
Clerical and kindred WOIKeT'S.ecescecocscsscsccccessssccsscsnsse 6.8 6.4 30.5 36.5
S816S WOTKETSeeseocsocoosscasossosccsscssacscssssscsssrsosssssscce 5.3 6.1 7.2 5.8
_Craftsmen, foremen; and kindred WOTKETS.0eseseeesscsvsccssannse '20.7 21.5 1.5 1.6
Operatives and kindred WOrkerS...eceeccececccccecccocccosccscss 21.0 17.9 20.4 19.6
Private household WOTKeTS.esecesocesesssoscsscsccssssasscannsses 0.1 0.1 9.5 3.3
Service workers, excluding private household.cceccecccescaccecs 6.0 4.2 11.7 8.5
Farm laborers and fOreMEN.e.cecccecsocvssssesscssescscsssosccscsss 2.7 1.1 0.5 0.2
Laborers, except farm and minecsceececececscscocesccevecscsssscace 8.3 5.2 0.7 0.5

Important changes have occurred since 1939
in both the occupational distribution of that
part of the labor force which works for wage or
salary income and in the relative shares of wage
or salary income received by occupational groups
(table I). Among men, the proportion who are

~craftsmen increased by about one-third ‘between.

1940 and 1952, and the proportion who are nonfarm
laborers decreased by about one-fifth. During
this period, the share of the income received by
craftsmen increased by about 40 percent, whereas
the share of income received by nonfarm laborers
decreased by about 10 percent. Although there

was relatively 1little change in the proportion
of men who are clerical workers, the share of
income received by this group dropped by about
one-fifth. ’

Among women;operatlves were among those who
had the greatest relative increase intheir share
of income. Although there was no evidence of an
increase in the proportion of women in this oc-
cupation group, the share of income received by
this group increased by about one-fourth. The
proportion of women who were clerical workers
increased by about one-fourth and the proportion
employed as private household workers decreased
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one—third. The relative share of
received by the former group in-
about 13 percent and the

by about
the income
creased by only

Table I.-~PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF THE'EXPERIENCED CIVILIAN

share of the income received by ithe private
household workers dropped by apout 50 per-
cent. 1

|
|

LABOR FORCE WITH WAGE OR SALARY INCOME,AND OF THEIR AGGREGATE

WAGE OR SALARY INCOME (BEFORE TAXES), BY SEX AND-MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 193? AND 1951

|
Male Female
1951 1939 , 1951 i 1939
N . .
Ma jor occupation group :

Income w:fe Income nge Income Wgﬁe &ncome wgie

recip- recip- recip- recip-

. salary salary| . salary| salary

lents income | 1ents income | 16018 income %ents income
]

Experienced civilian labor force, totell........... 100.0} 100.0f 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0{ '100.0] 100.0
Professional, technical, and kindred WOTrkeTrS....eeee... ®) (® (®) (®) 11.9 17.3 13.6 21.7
Clerical and KIndred WOIKeTS....eeesesseecnceceroncones 8.1 8.2 8.7 10.5 31.5 38,1 | 25.5 33.7
S81eS WOTKEI'Seeuueeaeosoasoosossasannonsnssocsocososnses 5.5 6.5 7.3 9.1 7.5 5.6 1 6.9, 6.0
Craftsmen, foremen, and Kindred WOIrKEIS....eeoeeecssos. 24.7| 27.4| 18.2| 19,3 1.2 1.3 l 1.1 1.3
Operatives and kindred WOTKeTrS....eeeeeecccccsosscensnn. 24.9 22,8 24,3 20,0 21.8 21.8 (.1 21.9 17.2
Private household WOTKeTS.sssseeeoeeneasoseenosncssnans (?) (% (®) (*)| 10.4 3.5 ! 16.7 7.7
Service workers, -excluding private householde....e..... 6.4 4.7 8.0 6.0 11.7 7.7( , 10.6 7.6
Laborers, except farm and Min€...eeeeevoeessccconeencss 10.2 6.7 12,7 7.3 0.6 0.4 . 1.1 0.8
Other 0CCUPALIONSTse et esrasseesnreannencnconcsennconnns 20.2 23.7 20.8 27.8 3.3 4,211 2.6 3.9

1 The base of the distribution of income recipients
million males and 9.2 million females for 1939.
sons having $1 or more of wage or salary income;
or salary income.

% Included in the category "Other occupations."

3 The occupation groups not shown separately generally
workers are not primarily  dependent upon money wage or
technical, and kindred workers; farmers and farm managers;
vate household workers; and farm laborers and foremen.

is

Distribution of income within ma jor occupa-
tion groups.—Income concentration varies con-
siderably among ma jor océupation groups (table J).
As might be expected,it was greatest among self-
employed professionals

where there are better than average chances for
receiving extremely high or extremely low and
sometimes negative incomes.
the lowest fifth ofmen employed as self-employed
professional workers, farmers, and nonfarm pro-
prietors received about 2 or 3 percent of the
aggregate income in those occupation groups,
whereas the share received by the highest fifth
ranged from 50 to 60 percent. In contrast, the
lowest fifth of the men employed as clerical
workers, operatives, and craftsmen received
about 9 percent of the aggregate income in those
occupation groups, whereas the highest fifth re-
ceived only about one-third of the income.
In general, there was relatively less in-
concentration among women than among men.
three occupation groups which employ

come
In the

'34.4 million males and 14.4 million females for;
As noted above (see footnote 5, p. 7) the data for 1951 relate to per-
whereas the data for 1939 relate to persons having $100 or more of wage
Moreover, the data for 1939 exclude public emergency workers but include members of the armed forces.

and among other persons.
employed in their own farm or nonfarm businesses

Thus, for example,

1951 and 27.0

include those in which a relatively large proLortion of the
salary income. These occupations include male{professional,
managers, officials, and proprietors, except ffrm; male pri-

?
about three-fifths of all working women (profes-
sional, technical, and kindred workers; clerical
workers; and operatives) the lowest fifth of the
workers received between 6 and 7 percent of the
income and the highest fifth received about one-
third of the income. In two of the other impor-
tant occupation groups among women, sales workers
and service workers (excluding privaﬁe household
workers), the share received by the ]‘.owest fifth
was about. 3 percent, whereas the highest fifth
received betweén 44 and 45 bercent of {the income.
: Available evidence indicates that important
changes have taken place since 1939 |in the dis-
tribution ofwage or salary income within certain
major occupation groups. Among meﬂ, there ap-
pears to have beena decrease in income' concentra-
tion for all of the occupation groups (except
laborers) shown in table XK. For example, among
male operatives and craftsmen, the share of the
income received by the lowest fifth increased
from 7 percent to about 8 or 9 percent . and the
share received by the top fifth decreased from 37
percent t6 32 percent. Changes of apbroximately_

1
)
'
|
l
'
)
]
i
1
i
1
1




Table J.--PERCENT OF AGGREGATE INCOME (BEFCRE TAXES) RECEIVED BY EACH FIFTH OF INCOME RECIPIENTS RANKED BY
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INCOME IN 1951, BY SEX AND MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP IN APRIL 1952, FOR THE UNITED STATES

Male Female
Income recipients by
ma jor occupation group Low- | Sec- | Mid- High- Low- | See-~ | Mid- High-
‘ : Total || est | ond | dle _?g?iﬁh est | Totall| est | ond | dle gggi;h est
. fifth| fifth| fifth fifth fifth| fifth| £fifth fifth
Professional, technical, and
kindred workers: :

TOtAleeeocosossassosssnssosess | 100.0 6.3| 12.9] 16.2 21,0} 43.6| 100.0 6.0 15.2( 19.5 24.6| 34.7
Self-employedseeeseesssceess | 100.0 2.6| 8.5| 15.1| =24.2| 49.6|100.0| (%) *) (1) (1) )]
581ari€G.seesccesccsssnssess | 100.0 7.6 14.5 17.6 22.3| 38,0/} 100.0 7.0| 15.4| 19.6 24.51 33.5

Farmers and farm managers®...... | 100.0 1.6 6.7| 11.5 19.0| 61.2| 100.0 1) ) (1) () (1)
Managers, officials, and pro-
prietors, except farm:

Totaleeveeenccsscassnasasseess | 100.0 5.0] 10.4| 13.9 18.8| 51.9] 100.0 1.9 8.5| 17.8 26,71 45.1
Self-employed..eesssssesssas [ 100.0 3.4 9.0| 12.5 17.6 | 57.5} 100.0 0.8 6.4 14.3 24.9| 53.6
Salari€d...eeesesesecsnseess | 100.0 7.7| 11.9| 15.0] 19.7| 45.7|100.0 M O @ M M

Clerical and kindred workers....| 100.0 8.4 16.3| 20.1 23.0| 32.2] 100.0 6.5 15.3] 20.2 24.5| 33.5
Sales WOTKErS.esesoasvoocnses .ee. | 100.0 4.8 13.4| 17.4 22.5| 41,9 100.0 3.4 7.5| 17.8 26,5| 44.8
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred

WOTKETS. ceveoenoscessessssnssse | 100.0 9.0 15.8} 19.1 23.2 | 32.9| 100.0 M) )] L) (&) )
Operatives and kindred workers.. 100.0 8.4 16.0| 20.0 23.6| 32.0{ 100.0 5.7| 14.9f 20.1 25.5 33.8
Private household workers....... | 100.0 *) (€] ) H (1) { 100.0|] . 8.0] 8.0 15.5| 24.2| 44.3
Service workers, except private

household..eeeecceocssssssssses | 100.0 5.2 14.0| 19.4 25,11 36,3} 100.0 3.7 10.4| 16.8 24,9 44.2
Farm laborers and foremen®......| 100.0 3.3] 9.3| 1.4.1| 20.5] 52.8| 100.0 (Y *) (*) (1) (1)
Laborers, except farm and mine..| 100.0 5.3 13.6| 20.3{ 26.2| 34.6]| 100.0 () ) (1) (1) (1)

1 pistribution not shown where

2 phe distribution of income, ineluding income in k

these occupations.

Table K.--PERCENT OF AGGREGATE WAGE OR SALARY INCOME (BEFORE TAXES) RECEIVED
IN THE EXPERIENCED CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE, FOR SELECTED MAJOR OCCUPATION

there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with incomne.

UNITED STATES: 1939 AND 1951

ind, would be somewhat different from the above distributions for

BY EACH FIFTH OF WAGE OR SALARY RECIPIENTS
GROUPS RANKED BY INCOME, BY SEX, FOR THE

1951 1939
Major ocoupation L S Mid High L S Mid High
group and sex Oow- ec- - gh- OwW- ec— - gh~
Total || est | ond | dle |EOWriR| est |Totall| est | ond | dle ourth| est
fifth| £ifth| fifth fifth fifth| fifth| fifth fifth
MALE
Clerical and kindred workers....| 100.0 8.4 16.5| 20.2 23.6{ 31.3| 100.0 6.7 13.6| 17.7 24,0 38.0
S81eS WOTKETS.sseeeecassoasseses | 100.0 5,7 13.9| 17.8 22.4 | 40.2| 100.0 5.0] 10.6 15.5 22,1 46.8
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred |
WOTKETS. caceosesesoevesssssssss | 100.0 8.8 15.7| 19.6 23.6( 32,3} 100.0 6.6 13.3| 18.8 24,2 37.1
Operatives and kindred workers.. 100.0 7.8] 16.1} 20.2 23.6| 32.3} 100.0 6.5| 13.0| 18.4 24.7( 37.4
Service workers, except private
household..eeeescceaassscsssres | 100.0 4.7 14,0 20.2 25,91 35.2| 100.0 5.5 11.5 16.5 24,1 | 42.4
Laborers, except farm and mine..| 100.0 4.8 9.1] 24.5 26,3 35.31100.0 6.3 11.6| 17.4 25.8| 38.9
FEMALE
Professional, technical, and
kXindred WOrkerS..eceeessoessses | 100.0 6.0 15.5 19.8 24.8| 33.9] 100.0 5.9 12.2] 16.5 23.8| 4l.6
Clerical and kindred workers....| 100.0 6.5 15.3| 2037 24.7| 32.8] 100.0 7.3 4.9) 19.1 23.8| 34.9
Sales WOTKETS.eeseavasssssasssss | 1000 3.9 7.6 17.7 28.9| 41.9| 100.0 6.6 13.11 19.4 23.6| 37.3
Operatives and kindred workers.. 100.0 5.81 1l4.6( 20.2 25.2| 34.2]100.0 8.2 14.1| 19.3 23.8| 34.6
Private household workers.......| 100.0 8.5 8.5 12.0 25.4| 45.6| 100.0 8.5 12.2; 17.1 22.7| 39.5
Service workers, except private
household.sseececccsecsscssssss | 1L00,0 44| 10,9 17.5 26.5| 40.7].100.0 7.6 11.3]| 18.2 24.51 38.4
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the same magnitude were noted for male clerical
workers. Although there was no change in the
share of the income received by the lowest fifth

of the salesmen, the share received by the high- -

est fifth of +the men in this group decreased
from 47 percent to 40 percent. Among male serv-
ice workers there was a decrease in the share of
income received by the highest fifth.

Only one of the important occupations among
women (professional, technical, =2and kindred
workers) showed evidence of a decrease in income
concentration. The share of income received by

the top fifth ~for this group decreased from 42

percent to 34 percent. Among sales workers and
private household workers, there was an increase
in income concentration attributable perhaps to
the increase in the proportion of baby sitters,
part-time - saleswomen, and other workers who may
be employed for only a few hours each week.
There was also an increase in income concentra-
tion among operatives and service workers.

OTHER INCOME PUBLICATIONS

Current Population Survey reports.—Other
data based on the Current Population Survey
showing the distributions of families, unrelated
individuals, and persons, by income levels, have

been published in the Series P~60 reports, Hos. .

1 to 10. 1In addition, income . data for 1944 and

1945 appear in the report, "Family and Individual

Money Income in the United States: 1945 and
1944," series P-S, No. 22. Occasionally, tables
have been published in reports of the P-20 or P=
50 series showing the cross-classification of
income and other characteristics.

1950 Census of Population reports.—Distri-
butions of families and unrelated individuals by
total money income in 1949 apvear in the pre-
prints of Population Volume II, Chapter B, of
the 1950 Census of Population. In addition, a
preliminary report, "Estimated Distribution of
Family Income in 1949 for the United States, Re-
gions, and Selected States," Series PC-7, No. 5,
was prepared showing the distribution of aggre-
gate income among families and unrelated indi-
viduals. Distributions of persons 14 years of
age and over by total money income will appear
in the preprints of Population Volume II, Chap-
ter C. Plans have also been made for the publi-
cation of various special reports which will con-
tain additional income data; however, no special
report dealing exclusively with income data is
planned.
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nition differs

~any urban fringe.

1940 Census of Population reports.-—Data
relating to wage and salary income in 1939 have
been presented in several different reports of
the Sixteenth Decennial Census. A complete list
of these reports is’ shown in earlier Current
Population Survey reports on consumer income.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIOﬁS

Urban and rural residence.—The definition
of urban and rural areas used in thé April 1952
survey was the same as +that used in the April
1951 survey and in the 1950 Census. . This defi~-
slightly from that{used in the
March 1950 Current Population Survey, but it is
markedly different from +that used' in earlier
surveys and censuses. According to ﬁhe new def-
inition, the urban population comprises all per-
sons living in (a) places of 2,500 ‘inhabitants
or more incorporated as cities, borogghs, towns,
and villages; (b) incorporated towns. of 2,500
inhabitants or more except in New England,vNew
York, and Wisconsin, where "towns" are simply
minor civil divisions of counties; (c) the
densely settled urban fringe, includlng both in-
corporated and unincorporated areas, around
cities of 50,000 or more; and (d4) unincorporated
places of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside of
The remaining pépulation is .
classified as rural. ‘

According to the definition used prior to
March 1950, the urban population comprised all
persons 1living in incorporated places of 2,500
inhabitants or more and in areas (usually minor
civil divisions) classified as urban under spe-
cial rules relating to population size and den-.
sity.

Size of place.—The urban population is
classified as living in urbanized areas or in
urban places outside urbanized areas. According
to the definition used in the 1950 Census and in
the April 1952 Current Population Survey, the
population in urbanized areas comprises all per-
sons 1living in (2) cities of 50,000 'inhabitants
or more in 1940 or according to a special census
taken between 1940 and 1950; and (b) {the densely
settled urban fringe, including both incorporated
and unincorporated areas, surrounding these
cities. Residents of urbanized areaa were clase-
sified according to the size of the ientire area
rather +than by the size of the place in which
they lived. The remaining urban population is
classified as living in the smaller urban places
not in the urbanized aresas.

Farm and nonfarm residence.-—Thé rural pop-
ulation is subdivided inte +the rural-farm popu-.
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ldation, which comprises all rural residents 1liv-
ing on farms, and ‘the rural-nonfarm population,
which comprises the remaining rural population.
The method of determining farm and nonfarm resi-
dence in the April 1952 survey is the same as
that. used in the 1950 Census and in the April
1951 and March 1950 Current Population Surveys

but differs from that used in earlier surveys.

and censuses. Persons on "farms" who were paying
cash rent for their house and yard only were
classified as nonfarm; furthermore,
institutions, summer camps, "motels," and tourist
camps were classified es nonfarm.

each person in the sample 14
years of age and over, questions were asked on
the following items: (1) The amount of money
wages or salary received in 1951; (2) the amount
of net money income received from nonfarm self-
employment in 1951; (3) the amount
income received <from farm self-employment in
1951; and (4) the amount of other inhcome received
in 1651, such as interest, dividends, veterans'
allowances, pensions, or rents. The amounts re-
ceived represent income before deductions for
personal taxeés, social security, bonds, etc. If
dny amount was $10,000 or more, it was recorded
as a specific  amount wherever. possible. ¥Where
the specific amount was not known, the informa-
tion was recorded as "$10,000 to $14,999" or as
"$15,000 or more" depending upon the respondent's
best estimate. It should be noted that although
income refers to receipts during 1951, the char-
acteristlcs of the person, such as age, labor
force status, etc., refer to April 1932.

Income . —For

lioney wages or salary.—This is defined as
the total money earnings received for work per-
formed as an employee during the calendar year
1951. It includes wages, salary, armed forces
pay, commissions, tips, pilece-rate payments, and
cash bonuses earned, before deductions were made
for taxes, bonds, pensions, union dues, etc.

Net income from nonfarm self-employment.-—
This is defined as net money income (gross re-
ceipts minus expenses) from a business oxr pro-
fessional enterprise in which a person was en-
" gaged on his own account. Gross receipts include
the value of all goods sold and services ren-
dered. Expenses include costs of goods pur-
chased, rent, heat, light, power, depreciation
charges, wages and salaries paid, business taxes
(not personal income taxes), etc. In general,
invehtory changes were not considered in deter=-
mining net income; however, replies based on in-
cone tax returns or other official records do
reflect inventory changes. The value of salable

_owner, renter, or sharecropper.

persons in -

of net money

merchandise consumed by the proprietors of re-
tail stores is not included as part of net in-
come.

Net income from farm self-employment:-—This
is defined as net money income (gross receipts
minus operating expenses) from the operation of
a farm by a person on his own account, as an
Gross receipts
include the value of all products sold, govern=-
ment crop loans, money received from the rental
of farm equipment +to others, and incidental re-
ceipts from the sale of wood, sand, gravel, etc.
Operating expenses include costs of feed, ferti-
lizer, seed and other farming supplies, cash
wages paid +to farmhands, depreciation charges,
cash rent, interest on farm mortgages, farm
building repairs, farm taxes (not poll taxes or
personal income taxes), etec. The value of fuel,
food, or other farm .products used for family
living is not included as part of net income.
In general, inventory changes were not considered
in determining net income; however, replies based
on income tax returns, or other official records,
do reflect inventory changes.

Total money earnings.—This is defined as
the algebraic sum of money wages and salaries and
net income from self-employment.

Income other than earnings.—This income in-=
cludes net income from rents, royalties, or re-
ceipts from roomers or boarders; interest, divi-
dends, and periodic income from estates and trust
funds; pensions; veterans! payments,armed forces
allotments for dependents,and other governmental
payments or assistance; and other income such as
contributions for support from persons who are
not members of the household, alimony, and peri-
odic receipts from insurance policies or annul-
ties.

Receipts from the following sources werenot
included as income: .money received from the sale
of property, such as stocks, bonds, a house, or a
car (unless the person was engaged in the business
of selling such property in which case the net
proceeds would be counted as income fxrom self-em-
ployment); withdrawals of bank deposits; money
borrowed; tax refunds; gifts; and lump~-sum inher-
itances or insurance payments.

Total money income.=—This is defined as the
algebraic sum of money wages and salaries, net
income from self-employment, and income other
than earnings.

Aggregate income.—Aggregate income is the
sum of the incomes received by all persons 14
years of age and over.
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Color.—The term "color" refers +to the di-

" vision of the population'into two groups, white

and nonwhite. The nonwhite group includes Ne-

groes, Indians, Japanese,Chinese, and other non-
white races. i ’ :

Age.—The age classification is based on
the age of the person at his last birthday.

Veteran of ¥orld Ver II.—A veteran of World
vWiar IT is defined as a, person who had been a

member of the armed forces of the United States:

on active duty at any time between September 16,
1940, and July 25, 1947. This report shows sep-
arate data for male, but not female, veterans of
World wWar II. Veterans ~of VWorld War I or other

wars, or those with peacetime service, are shown

as nonveterans unless they are also veterans of

World War II.

‘Bmployed .—Employed persons
who, during the survey week, were either (a) "at
work"—those who did any ¢ivilian work for pay
or profit, or worked without pay for 15 hours or
nore on a family farm or-business; or (b) "with
a job but not at work—those who did not work
and were not looking for work but had a civilian
Job or business from which they were temporarily
absent because of vacation, 1illness, industrial
dispute,  bad weather, or layoff with definite
instructions to return to work within 30 days of
layoff. Also included are persons who had new
jobs to which they were scheduled to report with-
in 30 days. '

Unemployed.—Unemployed persons include
those who did not work at all during the survey
week, and who were looking for work. Also in-
cluded as unemployed are persons who would have
been looking for work except that (a) they were
temporarily ill, (b) they expected to return to
a job from which +they had been 1laid off for an
indefinite period, or (c) they believed no work
was available in their 1line of work or in the
community.

_ Labor force.—-Persons are classified as in
the labor force if they were employed as civil-
ians, unemployed, or in the armed forces during
the 'survey week. The "experienced civilian labor
force' comprises employed workers and experienced
unemployed workers. The 1939 data shown in the
tables on the experienced civilian labor force
include the relatively small number of personmsin
in the armed forces in 1940.

Not in labor force.—All civilians 14 years
of age and over who are not classified as

comprise those

employed or unemployed are defined as "not in the
labor force." These persons are further classi-
fied as "keeping house," "in school,” "unable. to
work" .because. of disability, and "other," the
latter group including for the most part retired

.persons, those too old to work, seasbnal woxrkers
for whom the survey week fell inan "off" season,

and the voluntarily idle. DPersons: doing only
incidental wunpaid family work (less than 15
hours) are also classified as not in the labor
force. :

Occupation, industry, and class of worker.—
The data on occupation, industry, and class of

‘worker of employed persons refer to the ‘job held

during the survey week. Persons employed at two
or more jobs were reported in the job at which

. they worked the greatest number of hours during

the week. Persons who were unemployed during
the survey week are classified according to their
last civilian job. The occupation énd industry
groupings used here are largely the same as the
major groups in the classification systems used
in the 1950 Census of Population. The- specific
occupation and industry titles included in each
major group may be obtained by writing to the
Bureau of the Census.

The class-of-worker classification comprises
"Wage and salary workers," "Self-employed work-
ers," and "Unpaid family workers.!" Vage and
salary workers are persons who worked as employ-
ees for wages or salaries. They include not
only factory operatives, laborers, clerks, etc.,
who worked for wages, but also other persons
working for tips or for room or.board, salesmen,
and other employees working for commissions, and
salaried business managers, corporation execu~
tives, and govermment officials. Self-employed
workers are persons working in their own busi-
ness, profession, or trade, or operating a farm,
for profit or fees. Unpaid family : workers are
persons working without pay on a farm or in a
business operated by a member of the household
to whom they are related by blood or marriage.

The occupational and industrial classifica-
tion systems used in 1940 are basically the same
as those used in 1952. There are a number of
differences, however, in the specific content of
particular groups, as well as several differ-
ences in title. The occupation and industry
data shown here for 1940 have not been entirely

. adjusted for comparability with the 1952 classi-

fication system; however, available evidence in-

dicates +that the 1940-1952 relationships shown
by the data are not significantly affected by
these differénces. The 1940 classification by
class of worker is comparable with +the 1952

classification,
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liedians.—The median income 1is the amount
which divides the distribution into two equel
groups, one having incomes above the median, and
the other having incomes below the median. The
medians are based onthé distributions of persons
with income. The medians for wage or salary in-
come, income from nonfarm
come from farm self-employment, total. money
earnings, and income other than earnings are
based on the distributions of persons having
these types of income. * ‘ :

Percentages.—Percentages are shown as cal-
culated; therefore, they do not always add to
exactly 100.0 percent. The totals, however, are
always shown as 100.0 percent.

. Base figg;es.-—Aﬁ estimate of the size of

the base of each percent distribution is shown
in most of the tables in this report. The base
figures are rounded to the nearest thousand

without being adjusted to group totals, which
' are independently rounded. : '

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES

Source of the data.—The population from
which the sampler was selected for +the study of
1951 income was the population of the United
States on the date of interview, i. e., in April
1952. Persons in the following categories, how-
ever, were not included:

. 1. Members of the armed . forces 1living in
barracks, etc., on militery reservations.
(Members of the armed forces 1living off post
or with +their families on military reserva-
tions were included.) -

2. Inmates of penal and mental institu-
tions and homes for the aged, infirm, and
needy.

Data on income were collected from approxi-
mately 15,000 households - in this survey in 68
sample areas located in 42 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Of the 15,000 schedules, ap-
proximately 4 percent were "noninterview," i.e.,
schedules on which no informetion was recorded
because no.interview could be obtained during
the week in which the enumeration was conducted.
For these scheduvles, duplicates of other sched-
ules in the sample were substituted. The dupli-
cate schedules selected were for households of
similar characteristics residing in the same
area. In addition, approximately 9 percent of
the schedules lacked income information for some
person listed on +the schedule. Substitutions
were not made for these schedules. DPunch cards
which were prepared from +these schedules were
included in the tabulations which provided the

self~employment, in-

base numbers for persons shown in the published
tables. The distributions by income levels for
each group, however, are based only on those
cases which reported complete income information.
Complete income information was not reported for

. approximately 6 percent of the persons.

The estimating procedure used in the survey
involved, as a final step, the inflation of the
weighted sample results to agree with independ-
ent estimates of the civilian noninstitutional
population of the United States by age, sex, and
veteran status. These independent estimates

* were based. on statistics from the 1940 Census of

Population; statistics of births, deaths, and
net immigration; and statistics on the strength
of the armed forces and separation records.

. Method of estimating aggregate income.—An
estimate of the number of persons at each income
level was obtained by distributing the cases not
reporting on income among all the income levels
in the same proportion as those thet did report.
A mean income was then “S8elected for each income
level and estimates of aggregate income were ob-
tained by multiplying the number of persons at
each income level by the mean for that level.

For income levels under $10,000, the mid-
point of each level wes assumed to be the mean;
#$250 was selected as the mean for the $1 to $499"
level and "minus $250" was selected as the mean
for -the "loss" level. The procedure-  for esti-
mating the mean for the open-end interval varied
according to the data available for each year.
In the 1951 survey, persons with incomes over
$10,000 were asked to. report if +their incomes

 were between $10,000 and $14,999 or $15,000 and

over. -On the basis of this
for each of these intervals was obtained from a
Pareto curve fitted "to the frequencies above
$10,000. The actual means used for these inter-
vals were $12,000 and $32,000 for +total income
and $11,000 and $27,000 for wage or salary in-
come. These means were used in computing the
aggregates for all distributions derived from
the 1951 data. Because of the relatively small
size of the sample, no attempt was made to fit
Pareto curves to the open~end intervals for each
ma jor occupation group. The open-end intervals
in the surveys covering the years 1944 to 1950
was "$10,000 and over." An examination of the
data for 1951 and information obtained from other
sources indicated that $20,000 was a reasonable
estimate of both the mean total income and the
mean wage or salary income for +this interval.
The open-end interval in the wage or salary data
for 1939 was "$5,000 and over." An examination
of statistics on income +tax returns for that

information, & mean
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year and an analysis of data obtained in the in-
come surveys indicated that $9,000 was a reason-
able estimate of the mean wage or salery income
for this interval.

Reliability of the estimates.—Since the
estimates of income distributions are based on a

‘which it is based.

sample survey, they are subject tosampling. vari-
2bility. The sampling veriability of an esti-
mated percentage depends upon both the size of
the percentage and the size of the total on
The following table presents
the approximate sampling veriability of esti-
mated percentages based on totals of selected
sizes for the United States in 1951:

Table L.--SAMPLING VARIABILITY OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES BASED ON TOTALS OF SELECTED SIZESg

ey

And if the size of the base is:

If the

estimated 20,000,000 .

40,000,000 10,000,000

5,000,000

3,000,000 | 2,000,000 | 1,000,000 |500,000

percentage is: Then the chances are about

19 out of 20 that the difference between the estimated percentage and the

percentage which would have been obtained from a complete census is less than:

20r 98.ceeennn 0.3 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.3 1.5 2.2 3.1
507 950ceneees 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.5 2.0 2.4 3.4 4.8
10 or 90........ 0.7 1.0 1.5 2.1 2.7 3.3 A7 6.6
25 0r 75.cennces 1.1 1.5 2.1 3.0 3.9 4.8 6.7 9.5
50iceeincnnnnnes 1.2 1.7 2.5 3.5 4.5 5.5 Pon.8 11.0
T5ulnated percentages based on urban and pends upon both the form  and the. size of the
rurel residence and nonwhite distributions are distribution on which it is based. The follow-
subject to somewhat greater sampling veriability ing table indicates +the approximate, sampling
than that shown in the above table. variability of selected estlmated medians for

The reliability of an estimated median de-

the United States in 1951:

Table M.--=SAMPLING VARIABILITY OF SELECTED MEDIANS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1951
. The chances are about The chances are about
E 19 out of 20 that the 19 out of 20 that the
' Esti- median which would ) Esti- median which - would
Table and distribution mated have been obtained Table and distribution mated have ! been obtained
median | from acomplete census - ' median | from a completecensus
would fall within the would fall within the
. estimated range: _ estimated range:
TABLE 1 TABLE 5--Continued !
Male, total..ieeeeencacnenass| $2,952 $2,894 - $3,012(| Male, craftsmen, foremen, ;
Female, total..eeesveeeeanes.| 1,045 962 - 1,114 and kindred workers......|$3,656 -$3,576 - $3,736
Male, laborers, except ;
TABLE 2 _ farm and mine............| 2,281 : 2,165 - 2,397
Female, clerical and ;
Male, nonwhitg............... 1,708 1,563 - 1,853 kindréd WOTKETS. «aeeennns] 2,165 2,086 -~ 2,244
TABLE 3 Female, sales workers.....| 1,281 1,049 - 1,513

. Female, operatives and )

Male, 35 to 44 years ) kindred workers..........| 1,758 "1,671. - 1,845

of age, total...ceueeeceeene 3,617 3,532 - 3,702 TABLE 6 H
Female, 20 to 24 years of age 1,397 1,261 - 1,528 . :

Male, mining....svceeeeees| 3,710 ;3,427 - 4,031
TABLE 4 Male, finance, insur- .

: ance, and real estate....| 3,706 | 3,414 - 3,99
Male, unemployed......ccese..| 1,410 1,144 - 1,668|| Female, retail trade......| 1,514 11,373 - 1,625
Female, keeping house........ 543 498 - 589 TABLE 12 ‘

- TABLE 5 Male, total money earnings| 3,046 , 3,005 - 3,087
: Male, income other than .
Male, professional workers, earnings....... cececsanes 531 Y494 - 573

self-employed..ccceecessenses| 6,167 4,583 - 7,278 || Female, total moneyearnings| 1,322 11,245 - 1,399
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The sampling variability of a difference
between two estimates depends upon the sampling
variability of each of the estimates and the cor-
relation between then. ]

TPor statements on the sampling veriability
of estimates for earlier years see the reports
referred to in the section on "Earlier income
publications."

The reliability of the estimated share of
aggregate income received by a given quintile
depends upon both the form of the distribution
and the size of the total on which it is based.
Table N indicates the epproximaté sampling vari-
ability of the percent of aggregate income re-
celved by the indicated quintiles for selected
distributions.

Table N.--SAMPLING VARIABILITY OF PERCENT OF AGGREGATE MONEY INCOME (BEFORE TAXES)
FOR QUINTILES OF SELECTED DISTRIBUTIONS

Percent of The chances are about 19 out of 20
Distribution Persons with aggregate -that the percent which would have
income Income been obtained from a complete census
- would fall within the estimated range:
o Lowest fifth 2.5 2.4 - 2.6
Aggregate money ‘income, both sexes {’Highest fifth| 47.7 46.2 - 49.2
Aggregate wage or salary income,
male craftsmen, foremen, and
kindred workers.....v..eec.csee. | Highest fifth| 32.3 29.0 - 35.6

In addition to sampling variation, the fig-
ures are subject to errors of response and non-

reporting, but the possible effect of such er-
rors is not included in the above measures of
reliability. In most cases the schedule entries

for income ' are based - on memory rather than on
records, and in the majority of instances on the
memory or knowledge of some one person, usuvally
the wife of the family head. The memory factor
in data derived from field surveys of income
probably produces underestimates, because the
tendéncy is to forget minor or irregular sources
of income. Other errors of reporting are due to
misrepresentation or to 'misunderstanding as to
the scope of the income concept. The figures on
aggregate income are subject to errors of esti-
mation in addition to those noted above.

The adjustment of an income distribution
for biases is a difficult undertaking and one
Justifying an entirely independent study. .Such
a study is now being undertaken as a joint pro-
ject by the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce,

and Iabor, and the Federal Reserve Board,* under.
arrangements established by the Bureau of the
Budget.

COMPARABILITY OF CURRENT POPULATIOE SURVEY
INCOME DATA WITH OTHER DATAlC

Office of - Business Iconomics personal in-
come series.--The income data presented in this
report are not directly comparable with the esti-
mates of personal income prepared by the Office

10 pn appraisal of the avallsble data on the size
distribution of income appears in Volume 13 of-Studies in
Income and Wealth, published by the National Bureau of
Economic Research.

of Business Economics of the Department of Com-
merce. The two sets of data were designed +to
accomplish different purposes and; accordingly,
differ 1in several important respects which are
discussed below.

The purpose of the census data is to show
the distribution of persons by income levels.,
Although they do not show estimates of the amount
of aggregate income, they do show the distribu-

tion of aggregate,indome. The Office of Busihess'
on the other hand, provide .

"Economics estimates,
information on the amount of aggregate income
received by the population.

the Census Bureau data, it would be smaller than

' that shown in the personal income series for the
following reasons, which stem from the ‘different

purposes of the two sets of data:

1. The personal income series is estimated

. largely on the basis of data derived from busi-
ness and governmental sources. These sources
ihclude the industrial and population censuses,
employers'wage reports under the Social Secu-
rity programs, and records ofdisbursements to
individuals by governmental agencies. The
data presented in this report, on the other
hand, are based on a field survey
holds. As indicated above in the section on

the .source and reliability = of the estimates,-
income data obtained in household interviews.

are subject to various types of reporting er-
rors which tend to produce an understatement
of income. It is estimated that the income
surveys conducted by the Census Bureau during
the past few years have obtained about 85 per-
cent of the comparable total income aggregates

and about 90percent of the comparable wage or

If an estimate of.
~ the amount of aggregate income were derived from

of house-"
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salary aggregates prepared by the Office of
Business Economics.,

2. The definitions of income are slightly
different. The personal income series includes,

among others, the following items which are not

included in the census definition: income in
kind and the va;ue of the services of banks
. and other financial intermediaries rendered

to persons without the assessment of specific
charges. The census definition of income in-
cludes contributions for support received
from persons who do not reside in the same
living quarters.

3. The Bureau of the Census excluded from
‘its sample inmates of institutions and mili-
tary persommnel overseas or living on post in
the continental United States. In addition,
the income of persons who died or emigrated
prior to the date of interview was not report-
ed in the census inquiry. The income of both
of these groups is included in the personal
income estimates.

Pederal Reserve Board Surveys of Consumer
Finances.=-In each year since 1945, the Federal
Reserve Board has conducted a survey of consumer
finances which provides, among other data, in-
formation on the size distribution of income.
These surveys are based on Nationwide samples
that cover all persons in private households.
Several important differences between the Federal
Reserve Board Surveys of Consumer Finances and
the present report may be noted:

1. The income-receiving unit in the Fed-
eral Reserve Board estimates is the spending
unit or the family, whereas the data in the
present report relate
years old. and over.

2. The Federal Reserve Board estimates
are based on a sample which is different from
and smaller (approximately 3,500 schedules

-in 66 areas) than the census sample.
ences between the results are subject to
sampling variability arising from each survey.
This factor alone could account for moderate
discrepancies between the two sets of data.
3. There are
timating procedure. The Census Bureau in-
flated its weighted sample results to agree
with independent estimates
population of the United States by age, sex,
and veteran status, whereas the Survey of

record data.-—Census

only to persons 14

Differ-"

some differences in the es«’

of the civilian’

‘Consumer Finances weighted sample results
were inflated +to agree with independent es- -
timates of ocoupied dwelling units.

4. Only a few income questions (usually
between three and six) are asked for each
person in the Census Bureau sample whereas
numerous detailed quegtions on income wund
other financial items are asked'of +the head
of the spending unit and all other members in
the spending unit in each household in the
Federal Reserve Board sample. !

Federal income tax data.—The Federal income
tax coverage is incomplete because of the exemp-
tions of persons receiving less than $600; there~

fore, 1its coverage differs from the census
coverage. !

Since some of the income tax returns are
filed as separate returns and others as joint

returns,
sistently on the
persons.

Income as defined for tax purposes differs
from the census concept. For example, certain
types of receipts such as veterans' payments,
social security benefits, and relief payments,
which constitute the main income source for some
families, are excluded from income tax coverage.
On the other hand, capital gains and losses
which are excluded from the census definition of
income, are included in income tax returns.

the income reporting unit is not con-
basis of either. families or

0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance earnings
data shown in this report
and the distributions made upon .the basis of
0ld-Age .and Survivors Insurance eaxnings record
data differ for the reasons listed below-

l. The earnings of such groups as farm
operators, own-account = professidénal workers,
irregularly employed domestic sérvants, some
employees of nonprofit institutions, and most
governmental employees are not covered by the
earnings record data. .

2. Farnings from employment‘ or self-em-
ployment in excess of $3,600 are not covered
by the earnings record data. _

3. Income other than earnings 1is not
covered by the earnings record data.

4. " The earnings record data are based up-
on employers'! reports, whereas the data pre-
sented in this report are obtalned by house-
hold interviews.
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Table 1.--PLACE OF RESIDENCE: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES,

URBAN (BY SIZE OF PLACE) AND RURAL: 1951
Urban’
Places not in
Total money income and sex Urbanized areas urbanized areas Rural | Rural
nonfarm| farm
250,000 25,000
1,000,000 ’ Under 4 Under
Total Total 2 ? to Total and
and over 999,999 250,000 over 25,000
BOTH SEXES

Number of persons.......thousands.. 73,866 ) ) (*) *) ) (1) (*)]* 20,596 15,854
Number of persons with income | : ) )
, thousands. . 50,212 ) *) *) *) *) *) ()] 13,259 9,205
Percent of those with income..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0|, '100.0f 100.0
LOSSeuasaessasasssssccassscsassscsansan 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.3 vee 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 1.3
$1 10 $499..00encnnnnn 16.0 12.7 11.1 8.9 12.6 14.8 16.2 14.8 17.0 20.2 27.2
$500 to $999..ccvunn.. 12.4 11.6 11.1 11.1 11.3 10.8 12.6 10.9 13.5 12.5 16.8
$1,000 to $1,499...... tetrseraenee 8.4 7.9 7.5 7.4 7.5 7.6 8.7| = 8.4 8.9 7.5 12.7
$1,500 to $1,999...... Cereacecanas 8.8 8.6 7.8 8.0 7.8 7.3 10.2 12.1 9.1 9.5 9.3
$2,000 to $2,499...... eereasesnnas 10.1 10.5 10.2 11.1 9.1 9.4 11.1 10.8 11,2 9.9 8.4
$2,500 to $2,999...... PN 8.9 9.4 9.4 9.9 8.5 9.7 9.4 9.1 9.6 8.8 6.2
$3,000 to $3,499... PN 9.7 10.5 11.0 i1,5 10.5 10.3 9.5 8.9 9.8 9.9 4.8
$3,500 to $3,999...... ceteanenaaas 7.4 8.4 8.9 9.6 8.3 8.1 7.1 6.8 7.3 6.7 3.5
$4,000 to $4,499...... feerecesiae. 5.5 6.2 6.9 6.5 7.5 7.0 4.6 5.1 4.3 4.9 2.8
$4,500 to $4,999...... [N 3.2 3.8 4.3 4.3 4.1 4.6 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.2 1.5
$5,000 to $5,999...... Ceeeesctaaes 4.3 4.8 5.5 5.5 6.0 4.8 3.3 A 2.7 3.7 2.0°
$6,000 to $6,999...... eeencereanne 1.9 2.2 2.5 2.3 3.0 2.3 1.5 1.2 1.6 1.6 0.9
$7,000 t0 $9,999. . ciiiiiiiiiciainrcanes 1.8 1.9 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.1 1.4 2.1 1.0 1.4 1.5
$10,000 t0 $14,999. . 0cucnrncnnnccennns 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.5 0.8 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.4
$15,000 8NA OVET..esecaenrenarnsononses 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.6 1.4 0.2, 0.4 0.7
Median income for persons with income.. | $2,200 || $2,432 $2,614 $2,665| $2,597 | $2,492 | $2,094 || $2,167 | $2,055|; $1,997 | $1,184

MALE '
Number of persons.......thousands.. 34,570 ) *) *) *) *) O )| 9,970( 8,196

Number of persons with income :
thousands. . 31,504 () *) M) (1) ) ) (M) | 8,90( 7,083
Percent of those with income..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ' 100.0 100.0
LOSSesanennancennescasssnsassassossanae 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.3 e 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.3 1.6
b1 to $499......... Ceveveaeaees 8.7 5.9 5.3 4.5 5.6 7.0 7.2 6.7 7,5 1l.1 18.0
500 10 $999...ceuenns feeteceeaaa. 8.4 6.6 6.2 6.0 6.6 6.1 7.3 6.6 7.7 8.7 16.4
1,000 to 7.0 5.4 4.6 4.3 4.5 5.5 7.3 6.6 7.7 6.8 14.4
1,500 to 6.9 5.9 5.1 4.7 5.8 4.9 7.9 8.8 7.4 8.2 9.6
2,000 to 9.6 9.4 8.7 9.0 8.0 9.1 11.1 10.6 11.3 |+ 10.3 9.6
$2,500 to 9.8 10.3 9.5 10.3 8.0 10.3 11.8 11.3 12.1 10.3 7.4
3,000 to ¢ 12.3 13.3 13.6 14.7 12.6 12.1 12.8 11.3 13.6 (. 13.5 6.2
3,500 to 10.3 11.9 12.4 12.8 12.3 11.6 10.7 9.8 11.2|. 9.5 4.3
54,000 to 8.0 9.3 10.3 9.4 11.3 10.9 7.1 7.8 6.7 7.1 3.6
4,500 to 4.7 5.7 6.3 6.4 5.9 7.0 4.3 4.2 4.3 3.2 2.0
5,000 to 6.4 7.5 8.4 8.4 9.1 7.2 5.3 6.8 4.5 5.5 2.6
56,000 to- 2.8 3.4 3.8 3.5 4.7 3.4 2.4 1.9 2.7 2.3 1.1
7,000 to $9, 2.6 3.0 3.4 3.4 3.5 3.3 2.3 3.4 1.6 1.9 1.8
10,000 to $14,999.. 1.0 1.2 1.2 1.5 1.0 0.7 1.3 1.4 1.2 0.8 0.5
315,000 GNA OVeT.eeeveeoencacssasaesans 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.9 1.1 0.7 1.0 2.2 0.3 0.5 0.9
Median income for persons with income.. | $2,952 || $3,234 || $3,381 $3,370 | $3,456 | $3,281 | $2,879 (| $2,953 | $2,840| $2,725| $15486

FEMALE

Number of personms.......thousands.. 39,296 M) | ) ) (*) *) &) (%) | 10,626 | - 7,658

Number of persons with income 1 N
thousands. . 18,708 ) *) ) (*) *) (*) *) *) 4,349 2,122
Percent of those with income..... 100.0. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LOSSeereaneanasasassssssscssencnnsnsnns 0.2 0.2’ 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 T 0.3 0.5 0.3
1 50 $499.iueniirenatanatnscionaninas 23.8 20.9 16.2 24.2 28.2 29.6 27.4 30.8 38.3 56.5
500 to $999....... feeecncaneean . 19.7 19.3 19.6 19.0 18.7 20.5 17.7 22.0 20.0 17.8
1,000 t0 $1,499.00iucceacnncnnse . 11.8 12.3 12.6 12.5 1.1 10.9 11.3 10.7 8.9 7.5
1,500 to $1,999..0c0000nsn . 2.3 12.8 12.4 13.6 11.0 11.4 13.6 17.3 11.7 12.2 8.5
2,000 to $2,499.00c0ccnnsn . 1.0 12.1 12.7 14.7 10.9 10.0 11.1 11.0 11.1 9.1 4.7
2,500 to $2,999...... J N 7.2 8.1 9.3 9.4 9.5 8.6 5.8 5.6 5.9 5.8 2.3
3,000 10 $3,499.ccininnciiiaceiacnans 4.9 5.9 6.6 6.1 7.0 | 7.3 4.6 5.2 4.2 2.8 0.2
3,500 10 $3,99% 1 cccecrcanccniasonnnns 2.2 2.6 3.1 4.1 1.9 2.2 1.8 2.1 1.6 1.1 1.0
4,000 to 1.0 1.2 1.3 1.6 1.4 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.3
4,500 to 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.7 1.0 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.2 s
5,000 to 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.9 0.8 0.3 0.6 0.2 0.2 ves
6,000 to $6,999...cciuiannnnn cees 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.1 ves 0.1 0.2 Cee
7,000 to $9,999....... ceeeeen . 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 eeel ies .ee 0.3 0.7
$10,000 to $14,999....... vees 0.1 0.) vee Vs 0.1 een 0.1 0.3 . 0.1 vie
15,000 and OVer......eeeesess ceeesnee. 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 . 0.1 0.2 e .es 0.2
Median income for persons with income.. 045 || $1,267 || $1,394 $1,552 | $1,267 | $1,132 $991 || $1,214 $929 | 4781 $440

! Comparable figures not available.
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DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY

INCOME, BY SEX AND COLCR, FOR THE UNITED STATES,

URBAN ‘AND RURAL: 1951
) Male Female
Total money income
Total White Nonwhite Total White Norwhite
UNITED STATES

Percent of those with income..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 -100.0
LOSSeeeaesnncanas cesesssnan ceseieenan .o 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.1
$L 50 $499. it eiiaiennenenearnennnnnnne . 8.7 8.1 15.0 29.2 26.2 49.0
$500 0 $999. .t iiiiiirieieiienerana. 8.4 7.7 15.8 19.6 18.7 25.3
$1,000 to 7.0 6.3 13.4 10.9 11.0 10.5
$1,500 to 6.9 6.3 12.4 12.3 13.1 7.2
$2,000 to 9.6 9.1 15.0 '11.0 12.0 4.2
$2,500 to $2,999.....0.uu.... eeerrens . 9.8 9.5 13.0 7.2 8.0 2.0
$3,000 10 $3,499.cucnerirncnnncenannnnn 12.3 * 12.8 8.1 4.9 5.4 1.1
$3,500 to $3,999......... ceesresiensann 10.3 11.0 . 4.0 2.2 2.5 0.1
$4,000 to $4,499 8.0 8.7 1.2 1.0 1.1 0.3
4,500 t0 $4,999...000uen.. Ceereeccaaan 4.7 5.1 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.1
5,000 to $5,999..... 6.4 7.0 0.5 0.5 0.5

$6,000 to $6,999 2.8 3.1 0.2 0.2 .

$7,000 to $9,999 2.6 2.9 0.2 0.2 0.2 .

$10,000 to $14,99%9............ vesesnens 1.0 1.1 0.1 0.1 .

$15,000 and OVer.............. teesrannn 0.9 0.9 0.1 0.1 0.1 .
Median income for persons with income.. $2,952 $3,101 $1,708 $1,045 $1,221 $518

URBAN
Median income for persons with income,. $3,234 $3,381 $2,139 $1,267 $1,428 $708
RURAL NONFARM ‘
Median income for persons with income.. $2,725 $2,796 . $1,211 $7er $868 $319
RURAL FARM )

Median income for persons with income.. $1,486 $1,766 $721 $440 $519 $306
Table 3.--AGE AND VETERAN STATUS: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, BY AGE, SEX, AND VETERAN
STATUS, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1951

Age (years)
25 to 34 35 to 44
Total money income and sex Total : 6
% to [20 t0 Veteran| NOb 2 Veteran| N2 | 45 45 | 55 10 | Soy
19 24 of ve eranj of vetleran 54 64
Total W of 1 Total of over
orld . World 14
War II World War II Wor
War II War II
UNITED STATES--MALE

Number of persons....... thousands.. | 52,736(| 6,052 4,160| 11,170 8,778 | 2,392 10,284 4,022 6,262| 8,654 6,788| 5,628

Number of persons with income . . T~
thousands.. | 47,497 2,554 3,774| 11,032 8,714 | 2,318| 10,159 3,991 6,168| 8,502 6,473] 5,003
Percent of those with income..... 100.0 100.0 | 100.0} 100.0 100.0 100.0] 100.0 100.0 100.0} 100.0| 100.0 100.0
................................... 0.4 .. 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.8 0.9 0.4
BL 10 $499. ciurnineieninnnneneinnnennn . 8.7 57.6 6.9 1.7 1.0 4.7 2.1 1.1 2.8 3.9 8.0 21.7
3500 £0 $999. . eeneriecnrnrrnienaenianns 8.4 19.0 [ 11.3 3.5 2.8 6.6 3.6 3.1 3.9 4.8 8.2 27.7
$1,000 to $1,499...cvencnn.. teceenanas 7.0 9.3 | 12.7 5.3 4.6 8.2 4.0 3.5 4.3 5.4 8.1 12.8
$1,500 0 $1,999..curierncncncanannnnn- 6.9 5.1 12.7 5.9 5.6 7.4 5.2 5.0 5.4 6.8 8.3 7.6
$2,000 10 $2,499.cciiinncneciencnannans 9.6 3.8 12.2| 10.4 9.8 13.2 9.3 8.4 9.8] 10.8| 10.2 7.1
$2,500 t0 $2,999. . 1iiiunnnnntinnnnannns 9.8 2.8 13.0| 12.8 12.8 12.6| 10.1 11.4 9.3 9.8 9.1 4.8
$3,000 0 $3,499. ccivirracncnnnnnnanann 12.3 1.0 13.6| 17.6 18.7 13.2 12.2 13.0 11.6| 13.9 11.2 4.6
$3,500 t0 $3,999. . ciiciiiinnineiinenann 10.3 0.5 8.1 14.3 15.2 10.8| 13.6 14.5 12.9| 10.1{ - 8.8 3.6
$4,000 t0 $4,499. cciieienrinciacnenannn 8.0 0.3 3.9 9.9 10.2 8.5 12.0 12.6 11.5 8.7 7.6 2.3
$4,500 10 $4,999. ccieiinnrnrnannnrnans 4.7 0.5 2.4 4.9 5.4 ‘2.8 7.1 8.1 6.4 5.7 4.9 1.3
$5,000 t0 $5,999. 000 eerananrnn. weaeen 6.4 .. 2.3 7.9 8.4 6.1 8.8 8.2 9.1 8.0 5.7 2.5
$6,000 to $6,999..... eeernenceaans veeee 2.8 . 0.5 2.6 2.6 2.4 4.6 4.9 4.5 4.1 2.9 0.9
$7,000 t0 $9,999. . cctenreannnnnnrnnnnas 2.6 . 0.3 2.0 1.9 2.0 4.3 3.6 4.8 4.2 2.9 1.1
$10,000 t0 $14,999..ccuierircncannnn. .. 1.0 . 0.6 0.5 0.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.7 0.6
$15,000 aNd OVEr..c.veeseesoecnennasnas 0.9 0.4 0.5 0.3 1.3 0.8 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.0
Median income for persons with income.. | $2,952 $434 |$2,259 | $3,288 $3,359 | $2,875 | $3,617 $3,647'| $3,595 | $3,280| $2,840| ¢$1,008
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Table 3.--AGE AND VETERAN STATUS: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, BY AGE, SEX, AND VETERAN
STATUS, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1951--Con.

Age (years)
25 to 34 35 to 44
Total money income and sex Total
14 to | 20 to Veteran v§::r:n Veteran v:::r:n 45 to | 55 to Sid
19 2% Total of of Total of of 54 &4 over
World World World World
War II [ 0T War II or
) War II War II
UNITED STATES--FEMALE

Number of Persons....... thousands..| 57,580 6,328| 5,628 | 12,186 ®) (2) | 10,942 2) (2) | 9,030 7,066 6,400

Number ' of persons with income ’
thousands..| 25,179 2,124| 3,101 | 5,075 (®) )| 4,661 (2 (2) | 4,008 | 2,686 | 3,524
Percent of those with income..... 100.0 100.0] 100.0 | 100.0 *) ()] 100.0 (® (®) | 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0
LOSS e e s annnnsnnnasesessesssssnsnnnnnnes 0.2 ... o1 0.3 22) ) . (%) ()| -0.6| 0.4 0.3
110 $49%.veiieiernnnnncanennns 29.2 60.8| 21.9| 20.7 2) (2) 1 22.2 (®) () | 23.2| 27.5 47.2
500 0 $999. . 1reeenranaans ceeene 19.6 15.2| 15.8| 15.5 (?) (3)| 15.2 22; 52; 19.6 | 23.7 34.4
1,000 t0 $1,499.c0vennenn 10.9 9.9| 15.4 9.7 (3) ()| 11.4 2 2 10.1| 13.2 7.9
51,500 10 $1,999ecuuneceeccssarcsccnnns 12.3 8.2 17.6| 15.6 (?) (3)] s (2) (3) |. 11.7| 10.6 44
2,000 t0 $2,499. .1 uuunnnnnnnnneecennnn 11.0 4.2| 16.5| 15.2 (®) ()| 131 (2) 223 12.9 7.0 1.7
52,500 10 $2,99%.cciiieiiineennnnns cees 7.2 1.3 9.4| 10.8 () (®) 9.4 (%) 2 7.9 5.2 1.1
3,000 to $3,499..... 4.9 0.3] 2.7 7.2 (2) () 7.1 (2) *) 7.0 4.3 1.1
3,500 10 $3,999.c.ieiieccnninn ceeeneas 2.2 ...] 0.3 3.4 (?) (2) 2.7 (2) (2) 2.9 3.9 0.6
4,000 t0 $4,499.0ccienasns ceveseaanans 1.0 ...| 0.2 0.9 (®) (2) 2.3 (%) 223 1.2| 0.8 0.3
4,500 £0 $4,999. 1 ceerereraecnnnnnannnn 0.5 . 0.1 0.5 (2) (2) 0.4 (2) 2 1.3 1.3 0.1
5,000 10 $5,999.ccuieneenracaccanaases 0.5 lo0a 0.2 (2) (2) 0.7 (2) (®) 0.9 0.8 0.4
6,000 to $6,999 ceees 0.2 AP N e () (2) 0.3 (2) (2) 0.4 0.8 cee
7,000 0 $9,999..0uuenrireracncaneaans 0.2 . (2) (2) 0.5 (2) (?) 0.3 0.3 0.3
10,000 t0 $14,999. . 0eenrncnccnnccoaces 0.1 . 0.1 (®) (®) 0.1 (?) (®) .. 01 vee
15,000 &Nd OVETees.eneasseeanesannens . 0.1 .. (2) (2) . 2 (2) 0.3 0.3
Median income for persons with income..| $1,045 $411 [$1,397 | $1,623 ?) ()| $1,538 (%) (2) |$1,327 | $9e8 $536

URBAN--MALE

Number Of DErSONS....... thousands..| 34,570 3,478 2,926 | 7,712 6,316 | 1,396| 6,956 3,018 | 3,938 | 5,764 | 4,394 | 3,340

Number of persons with income. ,
thousands.. | 31,504 1,485) 2,692 | 7,612 6,272 1,340 | 6,884 2,987 3,897 | 5,676 | 4,182 2,973

Median income for persons with income..| $3,234 $463 (82,521 | $3,402 || $3,429 | $3,222 | $3,849 || $3,802 | $3,892 [$3,549 [:$3,345 | $1,285
URBAN--FEMALE
Number of persoms.......thousands..| 39,296 3,872 3,954 | 8,366 ®) )| 7,616 (*) (?) | 6,308 |' 4,894 | 4,286
Number of persons with .income .
thousends.. | 18,708 1,462 2,358 | 3,950 (2) (2)| 3,544 (*) (?) | 3,006 2,002 2,386
Median income for persons with income..| $1,267 || + $470|$1,534 | $1,734 (?) (2) | $1,639 (2) (2) 11,559 | $1,180 $642

RURAL NONFARM--MALE

Number of personS,...... thousands. . .9,970 1,200 732 | 2,110 1,696 414 | 1,916 666 1,250 | 1,576 | 1,222 1,214
Number of persons with income. )

thousands..| 8,910 508| 652 | 2,087 1,680 407 | 1,870 666 | 1,204 [-1,547 | 1,173| 1,073

Median income for persons with income..| $2,725 $393 [$1,879 [ $3,258 || $3,329 | $2,875 | $3,433 $3,395 | $3,457 |$3,046 | $2,388 $865

RURAL NONFARM--FEMALE

Number of persoms.......thousands..| 10,626 1,300 1,044.| 2,350 ®) (2)§ 1,910 (2) (3) | 1,534 1,232 1,256
Number of persons with income . f

thousands..| 4,349 419 517 769 (2) 2) 748 (?) (2) 04| 511 681

Median income:for persons with income,. $781 $334 {$1,120 | $1,438 () (2) | $1,389 (2) 2) $976 ' $680 $397

RURAL FARM--MALE )

Number of PersonS....... thousands..| 8,196 1,374 502 | 1,348 766 582 | 1,412 338 | 1,074 | 1,314 1,172 1,074
_Number of persons with income )

thousands..| 7,083 561| 430 | 1,333 762 571 | 1,405 338 | 1,067 | 1,279 | 1,118 957

Median income for persons with income..| $1,486 $405 |51,368 | $2,134 || $2,369 | $1,857 | $2,375 || $2,559 | $2,300 $2,058 | $1,214 $740

RURAL FARM--FEMALE

Number of personS....... thousands..| 7,658 1,156 630 | 1,470 2) (2)| 1,416 (®) (3) | 1,188 940 858
Numher of persons with.income, ,

thousands..| 2,122 243] 226 356 (®) ®) 369 *) *) 298|+ 173 457

Median income for persons with income.. $440 ) ) $481 *) (3 $860 *) *) ) &) $385

1 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with income.
? Veteran status of females not obtained.
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Table 4.--LABOR FORCE STATUS: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1951, BY LABOR FORCE STATUS
IN APRIL 1952, BY AGE AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL

In the labor force in April 1952 Not in the labor force in April 1952
Total money income, age, and sex ‘Total
X Employed .
Total as ployed | forcest | Totel || fePiie | Unebe | otner
) civilians pLoys
UNITED STATES--MALE
Total -
Number of persons.......thousands.. 52,736 43,920 41,898 1,048 974 8,816 62 1,488 7,266
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 47,497 42,562 40,687 950 925 4,935 32 1,011 3,892
Percent of those with income..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LOBS . v seteseensnesarosnsnnnesansenanes 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.2 () 0.3
8.7 5.4 5.1 21.7 0.4 36.0 ()] 34.0 36.5
8.4 5.5 5.3 16.3 6.0 31.8 (1) 37.2 30.4
7.0 6.4 6.0 14.1 14.9 12.3 (1) 12.6 12.2
1 6.9 6.9 6.6 14.9 12.3 6.7 ) 6.8 6.7
32 9.6 10.3 10.4 9.4 9.0 3.9 ) 3.2 4.1
2 9.8 10.8 10.8 8.7 11.6 2.3 ) 1.9 2.5
3 12.3 13.6 13.9 5.4 8.2 1.9 (*) 2.3 1.9
$3,500 £0 $3,999. 0000 ecnrrrrcnenneannns 10.3 11.4 11.7 1.1 10.1 1.4 1) 0.3 1.4
B4,000 to $4,499.cu00e.e 8.0 8.9 9.1 4.0 5.6 0.6 (1) 0.6 0.5
$4,500 to $4,999......... 4.7 5.2 5.4 2.2 0.7 0.3 (1) 0.4
35,000 £0 $5,999. 4 0c0taeccneane 6.4 7.0 7.1 0.7 9.3 0.9 {} t) 0.6 - 1.0
36,000 10 $6,999.cct0nrcenconss 2.8 3.1 3.2 0.7 3.4 0.4 (1) 0.5
17,000 10 $9,999. . ccennnacennn 2.6 2.9 2.8 0.4 8.6 0.8 (1) 0.3 1.0
10,000 to $14,999..ccerneenn.. 1.0 1.1 1.2 0.4 1) 0.5
$15,000 8Nd OVeTssarcrevvsssssvonennons 0.9 1.0 1.0 vis 0.1 (1) 0.1
Median income for persons with income.. $2,952 $3,155 $3,193 $1,410 $2,823 $718 ) $ns $717
Under 25 Years 0l1d
Number of persons.......thousands.. 10,212 6,362 5,618 310 434 3,850 10 44 3,796
Number of persons with income .
~ thousands.. 6,328 5,347 4,719 242 386 982 2 8 972
Median income for persons with income.. $1,343 $1,731 $1,849 M) ) $344 *) *) $344
25 to 64 Years 01d
Number of persons.......thousands.. 36,896 35,204 34,018 646 540 1,692 18 602 1,072
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 36,166 34,914 33,754 621 539 1,251 8 383 860
Median income for persons with income.. $3,313 $3,361 -$3,381 $1,820 $3,614 $1,082 ) $865 | $1,264
65 Years 0ld and Over
" Number of persons.......thousands.. 5,628 2,354 2,262 92 ce- 3,274 34 842 2,398
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 5,003 2,301 2,214 87 ves 2,702 22 620 2,060
Medien income for persons with income.. $1,008 $2,121 $2,159 ) cee $774 (D] $649 $814
UNITED STATES--FEMALE
Total
Number of persons.......thousands.. 57,580 || - 18,812 18,234 564 ‘14 38,768 33,500 868 4,400
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 25,179 15,974 15,529 440 5 9,207 7,891 373 943
Percent of those with income..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LOS8 e vatonnaseassuncesanossoonnsseenns 0.2 0.3 0.3 e ) 0.1 0.1 0.9 e
$1 10 $499..ineicnsinnnnnens 29.2 16.7 16.3 31.9 ) 49.7 47.5 37.5 73.7
$500 t0 $999c et ciecnnranrccrtivacnnanse 19.6 14.7 14.4 27.6 (1) 27.5 28.1 46.4 14.9
$1,000 t0 $1,499.c0uctcnorrccrsccranenn 10.9 12.0 11.9 16.4 1) 9.2 10.1 6.2 3.2
$1,500 10 $1,999.c.cucreiciraniancncnns 12.3 16.2 16.3 10.3 () 6.1 6.6 3.6 2.5
$2,000 to $2,499.. 11.0 15.6 15.9 4.3 (%) 3.3 3.3 2.7 3.2
$2,500 to $2,999. 7.2 10.5 10.8 2.6 ) 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.1
$3,000 t0 $3,499.cc0ucnntaniitcsnecnans 4.9 7.4 7.5 4.3 (1) 0.7 0.7 0.9 0.7
$3,500 10 $3,999 ccceieicrocccnnnccnans 2.2 3.3 3.3 0.9 1) 0.5 0.6
$4,000 to $4,499.... 1.0 1.4 1.4 0.9 1) 0.3 0.3 0.4
$4,500 to $4,999.... 0.5 0.8 0.8 1) 0.1 0.2
$5,000 to $5,999.... 0.5 0.7 0.7 0.9 () 0.1 0.1 0.4
$6,000 to $6,999......... 0.2 0.3 0.3 *)
$7,000 10 $9,999. ¢ ceuriiiaiiicnnnnanns 0.2 0.1 0.1 (%) 0.4 0.5
$10,000 t0 $14,999.ccveverncccennannns 0.1 0.1 0.1 )
$15,000 BNA OVeTveveerusavereroonsnnens 0.1 (1) 0.1 0.1
Median income for persons with income.. $1,045 $1,695 $1,718 $828 ) $502 $543 _ $625 $339

1 percent and median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with income.
2 Includes only members of the armed forces 1living off post or with their families on military reservations.
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Table 4.--LABOR FORCE STATUS: DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1951, BY LABOR FORCE STATUS
IN APRIL 1952, BY AGE AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL--Con.

In the labor force in April 1952 Not in the labor force in April 1952
Total money income, age, and sex Total Emploged §
oye! .
Total as Unem- | Inarmed|  potay || Keeping | Unable | Other
civilians ployed orces ouse ~ to work
UNITED STATES-~-FEMALE--Con.
Under 25 Years Old . :
Number of persons.......thousands.. 11,956 4,212 4,016 194 2 7,744 3,788 . 38 3,918
Number of persons with income '
thousands. . 5,225 3,422 3,274 148 vee 1,804 1,123 10 671
Median income for persons with income.. $907 $1,357 $1,398 1) (1) $415 $697 () $272
25 to 64 Years 014
Number of persons.......thousands.. 39,224 14,076 13,708 356 12 25,148 ' 24,710 202 236
Number of persons with income )
thousands. . 16,430 12,060 11,777 278 5 4,370 © 4,189 . 60 121
Median income for persons with incame.. $1,422 || $1,830 $1,850 1) ) $578 $563 ) )
65 Years Old and Over ] ’
Number of persons.......thousands.. 6,400 fF 524 510 14 | “es 5,876 5,002 ' 628 246
Number of persons with income ‘
thousands. . 3,524 492 478 14 ] 3,033 2,579 303 151
Median income for persons with income.. $536 $850 $850 (1) .es $506 $483 | *) )
URBAN--MALE
Number of persons.......thousands.. 34,570 29,146 27,654 764 728 5,424 26 940 4,458
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 31,504 28,502 27,118 683 0L 3,001 9 652 2,340
Median income for persons with income.. $3,234 $3,401 $3,448 $1,518 $2,529 $789 () $750 $803
URBAN--FEMALE
Number of persons.......thousands.. 39,296 14,410 13,934 464 12 24,886 21,666 604 2,616
Number of persons with income .
thousands. . 18,708 12,633 12,258 370 5 6,074 5,224 267 583
Median income for persons with income.. $1,267 $1,795 -$1,823 (M M) $610 $639 A2 $384
RURAL NONFARM--MALE
Number of persons.......thousands.. 9,970 7,890 7,476 182 232 2,080 20 ‘312 1,748
Number of persons with income . N
thousands.. |. 8,910 7,657 7,273 168 216 1,253 16 214 1,023
Median income for persons with income.. $2,725 $3,016 $3,038 ™) M) $633 ™) () $626
1
RURAL NONFARM--FEMALE
Number of persons.......thousands.. 10,626 2,844 2,766 76 2 7,782 6,698 150 934
Number of persons with income
thousands. . 4,349 2,459 2,398 61 een 1,892 1,630 72 190
Median income for persons with income.. $781 $1,428 $1,458 1) (&) $458 $484 (M) )
RURAL FARM-~--MALE R . i
Number of persons.......thousands.. 8,196 6,884 6,768 102 14 1,312 16 236 1,060
Number of persons with income )
thousands. . 7,083 6,403 6,296 99 8 681 7 ,145A 529
Median income for persons with income.. $1,486 $1,679 $1,703 (1) ) $533 *) ) $511
RURAL FARM--FEMALE
Number of personS.......thousands.. 7,658 1,558 1,534 24 “ee 6,100 5,136 114 850
Number of persons with income B
thousands. . 2,122 882 873 9 e 1,241 1,037 34 170 |
Median income for persons with income.. $440 $951 $960 1) vl $331 $344 *) *)

1 percent and median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with income.
2 Includes only members of the armed forces living off post or with their families on military reservations. f
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DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER WITH WAGE OR SALARY

Table 9.--WAGE OR SALARY INCOME, 1939 AND 1951:
1951 AND 1939

INCOME, BY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

! The distributions are estimates derived from the Sixteenth Decennial Census report,
Income in 1939.

Table 10.--COLOR AND INDUSTRY, 1939 AND 1951:

INCOME, BY COLOR AND BY MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

Wage or Salary

The Labor Force (Sample Statistics):
. - T

(Restricted to persons who were wage and salary workers at "the time of the survey)

MEDIAN WAGE OR SALARY INCOME- OF PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER WITH WAGE‘ OR SALARY
1951 AND 1939,

Both sexes Male ‘Female’
Color and major industry group )
1951 19391 1951 19391 1951 i 1939* e
COLOR :
o
WNEtC . e snrenssaosesoncosacnsonsonsossossasssssancannas $2,875 $956 $3,345 $1,112 $1,855 $676
3 1 Y 1,572 364 2,060 460 78 246
MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP IN SURVEY WEEK "
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries.........eeececusss 1,187 $292 1,205 $301 E:; $154
e 3,667 $957 3,683 956 A2 1,077
Construction.....e.s. 2,752 777 2,766 i (%) 804
e 3,003 988 53,393 1,141 $1,923 646
Transportation, communication, and other public :

Utilities.iseeeiieeeraeererecaciecncencncsonscncannans 3,302 1,365 53,348 1,425 2221 1,068
WHhOLeS81e trade..c.eeeeeecencensensessansansssccsasnane 3,278 1,215 53,000, 1,326 (3 828
Retail trade..eescececcaceecccccsccscnsasnncssssonssns 2,082 793 2,705 969 1470 599
Finance, insurance, and real estate.......ceeenveceens 2,633 1,257 53,462 1,487 2,012 977
Business and repair ServiCeS.....eeeeeseseeessesecenes $2,727 971 : 52 903 995 () 838
Personal ServiCeS...eseecesssescncsescossscsscasasanne é’?BZ 360 $1,875° 738 653 292
Entertainment and recreation ServiceS.....eeeecseesces $1,625 814 (®) 888 (?) 639
Professional and related serviceS........cs.. . 2,359 995 $3,004 1,235 2,081 896
Public administration..ceeeececeeecreccecccescacecenns 3,338 1,492 $3,565 1,625 2,631 1,233

1 Excludes public emex:ééncy workers.
2 Median not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with wage or salary income.
Table 11.--OCCUPATION, 1939 AND 1951: MEDIAN WAGE OR SALARY INCOME OF THE EXPERIENCED CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE WITH WAGE OR SALARY INCOME 5
BY MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1951 AND 1939 .
Both sexes Male Female
Major occupation group in survey week ’ 1 1
1951 1939* 1951 1939* 1951 1939

Professional, technical, and kindred workers.......... $3,342 $1,373 $4,071 $1,809 $2,‘495 $1,023
Farmers and farm MANAEErS....ceeesecssssssesasssssasses 472 372 482 373 S(* 348
Managers, officials, and proprietors, except farm..... 3,926 2,030 4,143 2,136 2,679 1,107
Clerical and kindred WOTKerS.....seeeeececsscccssncane 2,494 1,152 3,366 1,421 2,147 966
S21EeS WOTKEIS.esceoosececsccressesscasansonns . 2,516 1,032 3,539 1277 1176 636
Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers. 3,568 1,298 3,601 1,309 () 827
Operatives and kindred workers.......... 2,646 850 3,064 1,007 1,739 582
Private household WOTKerS....esesscsseeccsoessseoascnes 455 304 *) 429 "4a7 296
Service workers, except private household........c.ees 1,679 693 2,426 833 996 493
Farm laborers and fOremeN............ reessenennan 934 305 982 309 &) 176
Laborers, except farm and Mine......eeeesevesesenccocs 2,142 667 2,170 673 () 538

1 pxcludes public emergency workers and persons having less than $100 of wage or salary income but includes members of the armed forces. ‘
2 Medlan not shown where there were fewer than 100 cases in the sample reporting with $1 or more of wage or salary income. *

Total persons
Wage or salary income Both sexes Male ' Female
1951 1939 1951 19391 1951 1939t

Total persons with wage or salary income........ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0. 100.0 100.0

$1 10 $999.uurernnrennerennneeannes 23.6 60.0 4.1 52.8 41.9 79.0
esescssesessssesneen . . - - . . ]
$1,000 10 $1,9991 ¢ eeteeranenarnrncnreorncnesnsocnnnnne 16.8 29.2 12.5 33.4 25.3 8.1 !
$2,000 to $2 499 i itiiiaieiiaetncteacentereisannanann 11.3 5.3 10.2 6.8 13.5 1.6 f

$2,500 10 $2,999. 1 e ieeneenennrnenceaneranacanreneans 10.2 2.0 10.8 2.6 9.1 0.5.
$3 000 10 $41999. +nnvnemeeee 29.7 2.4 39.9 3.1 9.7 0.6 ;‘
$5,000 and e 8.4 1.0 12.4 1.4 0.5 0.1 !
. i
Median wage Or SAlary iNCOME.......eeeeeeencececnnonen $2,422 $789 $3,083 $939 $1,361 $555 |
i




- 32

*3woouy Jo adAy

pPatJToads Y3Fm Bupiaodax atpduwes

3y} UT 59580 QT UBU} JI9M3J OI9M 9I9Y] 9IOUM UMOYS 40U UBEpSU puE JUS2I3d

v95$ 1654 9vs$ (1) 600°1$ 9564 059$ 962 || socfes 19¢‘1$ | €80°c$ eeved | eee1s | 9v0‘cs €Tv‘e$ [ vrccvcccc e -ewOOUT yYons YR FM suosiad
203 odAky perJroads Jo aSWOOUT UBTPIW
' . Adv 8T L1 L0 2y m.m. voe €0 20 “ee 6'0 9'0 sesesseserseserer et T9A0 PUB OOO naﬁ
¢0 60 40 (1) 01T 01 €1 0°¢ (AR e S0 €0 0 01 L'0 ISR 11 qaa 03 000 oﬁw
(1) St /A% SR ] 0°¢ 07 0 2. ¢ 1 10 92 81 Tereremeseniee s .omo.ma o1 000°L$
. Aav 21 171 €1 FAA 82 10 g e 6T 20 62 0z e ...‘....:......OOO..O@S
z'0 9'0 v'0 (1) 0e 81 9'2 59 Ls €0 9'9 Fak %0 c'9 9% Prererereserececieteegegic 0y
¢0 90 90 (v) 90 <0 01 v e $'0 0'¢ e $'0 LY €€ Tttr666° 7§ 0%
(1) e 02 9°1 9'¢ gy 6'0 6'8 29 6'0 ¢’ 19 Trrreevirg 01
9'0 9'0 9'0 (1) 0z 81 €1 L9 9°¢ 5z 8° 11T 9'g e 6°01 AR} cere66‘ce 03
L0 6°0. 60 (v) 'y (%% 92 S’ €4 6°¢ € 9T 71T L5 . € €1 6°0T Trete6Y e 0%
9'0 €1 01 () 0'S 6" €Y €L L9 16 8°01 2°ot 8'8 €01 8'6 6662 O
L1 Lz €z (1) 16 8'8 69 8'8 $'8 S €T 2 01 €11 €T 2 ot Tt crrre6v g 0%
2L 9% Lg (1) PAY:] '8 65 6'¢ 66 1071 8'9 £6 9'€T 6'9 06 Tt 666 1 0%
06 6'0T 1°01 (1) T 801 9'8 z'9 L9 211 Ls 9'L 1T z'9 LL RS AR R
2 ee L 82 9°0¢ (1) G ¢T 8'¢1 %91 (2 €6 16T L'g 6'8 1 €9 2'6 Treterieresresecsesiteee G668 O 00SE
Loy 2:8v 2Ly (v) €€ 9°¢e 167 FATA 6'22 8'92 98 LT 5'Le 6'8 81 SeerecescesecseotigEOT 10 BGY$ OF TS
07001 07001 0" 00t 0°00T 0" 00T 0°00T 0° 00T 0°00T 0° 00T 0" 001 0" 00T 0°00T 0° 001 0° 00T 0" 00T Terrecrerereescc3WOdUT JO 9dAy
‘ vwﬁwﬂowam YlTmM 98043 Jo \«Ewohwm
" 689 81c‘e gte‘ot | sse 622y L16°Y TE0°T 721¢y 71444 €L9°8T | ooz‘LE €486 | ooe‘6t | €otfvv £00°%9 **BPUBSTIOYY®* ¢ ** *oWOOUT Jo adfy
. PoTJToads U3fm suosasd jo Joqumy
0ssLs | 9gLfes 91e‘oTT | 08sfLs | geLfes 9Te‘0TT | 08s‘Ls | gesfes || otefott | ossus | geutes gtefott | oss‘us | geLfes 9TE0TT | * *spuBsnoyy: - *suoszad jo Iaqumpy
SALVIS QILINA
§9X38 S8Xxss BaXas 83X98 59X98
avwe 9TBH wog avway 9TBW wog aTswag Eag: wog aTswa Eag: A .mog EAR:0IER 3TeW wog
adfq patJroads Jo swoouy
SWOOUF

s3uyuass ueyl J9Y}0 SWOOUT

swoout jusumAordwe~-JTas waIsyg

qusnioTdme~-J 198 WIBFUON

Swoout- £IvTBS JO 38BN

s3utures Lauaw BOL

.mmmﬁ

*STLVIS TELINA FHL mo.m ‘X3S X9 ‘SONINUVE NVHL WEHIO TWOONI QNV ‘TWOONI INTWAOTWE-JFIIS WHVA
“IWOONI INTWAOTIWE~-ITIS WIVANON ‘TWOONI AWVIVS HO EDVM ‘SONINHVE XANOW TVIOL Xd HIAO ANV OV 40 SHVAX ¥T SNOSHId JO NOILNEIUISIA

e

*IWOONI 40 SAJAL~-'2T 81481

Ll




